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Grandfamilies.org

ABA Center on Children and the Law 

• Mission: promote access to justice for children and families
• Structure:

• 20-person team of attorneys and core staff   
• Grant projects across the country focused on:

• improving legal representation, and 
• improving legal systems that impact children and families’ lives

• Connect child welfare and other legal topics (e.g., immigration, education access, kinship) 
• Approach:

• Collaboration and coalition building 
• Local, state and national levels

www.americanbar.org/child
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http://www.americanbar.org/child


Grandfamilies.org
Kinship By Numbers

For every 1 child 
raised by kin in 

foster care, there 
are 18 being raised 

by kin outside of 
foster care
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Grandfamilies.orgKinship Family Strengths: Children Thrive

* See Children Thrive in Grandfamilies fact sheet handout.  Also available at www.grandfamilies.org and www.gu.org
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http://www.grandfamilies.org/
http://www.gu.org/


Grandfamilies.org

•Reunification 
•Adoption
• Legal Custody
• Guardianship
(subsidized = KinGAP 
or unsubsidized)

INSIDE FOSTER CARE
State has legal custody of the child

Licensed kin:
Monthly financial assistance

Unlicensed kin:
Financial assistance varies 

Usually only Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

•Adoption
•Legal Custody
•Guardianship

OUTSIDE FOSTER CARE
No automatic legal relationship to child

Temporary legal authority possible through power of 
attorney or consent laws

Only source of ongoing financial assistance typically
TANF

• Reunification
• Adoption
• Legal Custody
• Guardianship

Paths to Kinship Placement and Permanency 
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Grandfamilies.orgFinancial Comparisons
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Grandfamilies.orgJudicial Tip Sheet

Developed, in partnership with 
NCJFCJ, as part of a legal kinship 
curriculum to help create a kin first 
courtroom. 

Available at:

https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/
General%20Kinship%20Publications/Kin%20First%20Ju
dicial%20Tip%20Sheet.pdf
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/General%20Kinship%20Publications/Kin%20First%20Judicial%20Tip%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/General%20Kinship%20Publications/Kin%20First%20Judicial%20Tip%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/General%20Kinship%20Publications/Kin%20First%20Judicial%20Tip%20Sheet.pdf


Grandfamilies.org

A collaboration of the 
ABA Center on Children and the Law, 

Generations United and Casey Family Programs
8



• $10 million for 5 years, awarded as a cooperative 
agreement in September 2021, overseen by the 
Administration for Community Living (ACL)

• Generations United has worked on behalf of and with 
kinship/grandfamilies since 1997

• Purpose is to provide technical assistance to the array of 
government agencies – aging, child welfare, disability, 
education, housing, Medicaid and Medicare, nutrition, and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families – and 
organizations that serve kinship families

• Not designed to help the families directly – will improve 
systems for families now and into the future
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Sign up to access the Network:

The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 
95 percentage funded by ACL/HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources. 
The contents are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an 
endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

https://forms.monday.com/forms/3c4c5c62e7a863de0e628ca52b93c070?r=use1


Grandfamilies.orgMeet the Panel

• Honorable Colleen F. Gilmartin, Judge Pro Tem, Clackamas County Circuit Court, 
Oregon

• Genia Newkirk, kinship caregiver from North Carolina
• Rebecca Schaleger, Attorney for Children/Parents 
• Catherine Terwilliger, Attorney General for Oregon Department of Justice
• Seth Lyon, LCSW, Manager, Department of Human Services, District 15/Clackamas 

County
• Kevin Devonish, Social Service Specialist, Permanency Adolescent Unit, District 

15/Clackamas County
• Moderator: Heidi Redlich Epstein, JD, MSW, Associate Director and Director of 

Kinship Policy, ABA Center on Children and the Law



Grandfamilies.orgOregon Kinship Data  - 2021

• Since 2018 more children left state care 
than entered every year

• 34% of children in out of home 
placement were placed with relatives

• 46.2% of children in certified resource 
homes* were with relatives
• 83.6% of those were placed with 

their siblings
• More than half of certified resource 

homes were child specific = placed 
with kith (fictive kin) or kin

* resource homes = a certified family-home setting that 
has completed  and been approved under the Oregon 
resource home licensing standards

Reunification, 
54.3%

Adoption, 21.1%

Guardianship, 
11.1%

Living with 
relative, 1.7%

Emancipation, 
1.7%

Other , 10.1%

EXITS FROM CARE: 





Grandfamilies.orgGuiding Principles of Oregon Vision of Transformation  

Our child welfare transformation is built on trauma informed, family and 
community-centered and culturally responsive programs and services focused 
on engagement, equity, safety, well-being and prevention.

1. Supporting 
families and 
promoting 
prevention 

Our child welfare transformation depends on a diverse, supported, skilled, 
respected and engaged workforce that reflects and embraces the communities 
we serve.

2. Enhancing our 
staff and 

infrastructure

Our child welfare transformation is built on data-informed practice and is 
supported by continuous quality improvement and modernized information 
technology systems and tools. 

3. Enhancing the 
structure of our 

data by using data 
with continuous 

quality 
improvement 
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