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appy Mamas is 
a picture book

for babies and 
toddlers with rich
poetic text depicting 
a range of animals 
and humans with their

babies. The recurring
question? “What makes

Mama happy?” The answer: 
“Snuggles at bedtime!”
This beautiful bedtime read-

aloud celebrates the universal joys of
motherhood by exploring how mothers

nurture their little ones. Perfect for one-on-one sharing, a play date, group
story time, or a baby shower gift, Happy Mamas is a must-have for anyone
who has ever been moved by the power of motherly love.

A Children’s PictureBook 

by Kathleen T. Pelley 
Illustrations by Ruth E.Harper 

Hardcover Retail Price: $14.95 • English Item # 1606 • Spanish Item # 1613
Order Your advance copy at www.cwla.org/pubs or visit the CWLA Bookstore in the Exhibit Hall. 

Proceeds support vulnerable children and their families.

Coming Soon
in English

& Spanish

New from
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The CWLA National Blueprint states that it will take the combined knowledge, skills,
and resources of all systems, services, communities, and individuals to ensure that all
children will grow up safely, in loving families and supportive communities, with
everything they need to flourish—and with connections to their culture, ethnicity,
race and language. 

The CWLA National Blueprint serves as a foundation for our Standards 
of Excellence and a framework for all children, youth and families to flourish. 

Although the formal child welfare system has a specific role to play for children 
who have been or are at risk of abuse and neglect, responsibility for the well-being of children and youth
extends well beyond traditional child welfare. By aspiring to the standards detailed in the CWLA National Blueprint,
families, individuals, communities, providers, and other organizations can create the greatest opportunities for all
children and youth to succeed and flourish. It is only by achieving a vision for all children and youth that the most
vulnerable among them can flourish.

Order online at www.cwla.org/pubs or at the Bookstore in the Exhibit Hall.

Item # 1521 n Retail price: $24.95 n CWLA Member Rate: $19.96

NATIONAL BLUEPRINT
FOR EXCELLENCE IN CHILDWELFARE

T he

Table of ContentsTable of Contents
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Colleagues and friends, 

Welcome to the Child Welfare League of America’s 2016 National Conference, Advancing Excellence
in Practice and Policy: What Works For Families Affected By Substance Use. This conference brings

together over 400 of the nation’s most influential leaders and advocates from the areas of child welfare, sub-
stance abuse treatment, courts, and research to address the emerging need to ensure progress for children and
youth for whom substance use has impacted their health and well-being, either 
directly or through their family. We are especially pleased to have developed this conference in partnership
with our member organization Children and Family Futures (CFF), which has added their years of experience
operating the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare and their deep relationships in the
world of substance use to the broad knowledge base of the Conference Planning Committee to create this
extraordinary conference. CFF has also partnered with us in the development of a special two-volume issue
of our peer-reviewed academic journal, Child Welfare, and has co-hosted several webinars on this important
topic featuring authors who will be conference presenters. Throughout the conference, you will have the 
opportunity to learn from speakers; presenters; and your peers from the public and private sectors, for-profit
and nonprofit organizations, researchers, educators, administrators, and workers in child welfare, substance
treatment, and related fields. 

This is a nice time to be in Orange County, California, and the conference has been structured to give you the
time to explore and enjoy this beautiful area. We hope that you will enjoy the fun and informal conversations—
but most importantly, we hope that you will take advantage of the workshops and plenary sessions designed
to bring the latest information together on an issue that is significantly challenging our collective ability to
achieve the vision of CWLA’s National Blueprint: that all children will grow up safely, in loving families and
supportive communities, with everything they need to flourish—and with connections to their culture, 
ethnicity, race, and language. The challenge of substance use also makes clear that in order to achieve this
vision, child welfare must do its work by sharing the knowledge and resources gained from families, 
communities, and other systems that can contribute to improved child outcomes. 

Thank you to our sponsors, exhibitors, and national planning committee for supporting this conference
and displaying a commitment to excellence in services for the children, families, and communities that are
most challenged. Lastly, a special warm welcome to new CWLA members and first-time conference atten-
dees. We are glad you’re with us. 

Enjoy the conference!

Christine James-Brown, CWLA President & CEO

Advancing Excellence
in Practice&Policy:

What Works For Families
Affected By Substance Use



Item #0975  • Retail price: $19.95
CWLA Member Rate: $15.96

Working with
Traumatized Children

by Kathryn Brohl

AHandbook forHealing

New from

National Planning Committee
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Gail Barber, MSW
Director
Iowa Children’s Justice, 
State Court Administration

Kim Bishop-Stevens,
LICSW
Substance Abuse Manger
Massachusetts Department 
of Children and Families

Barbara Cimaglio 
Deputy Commissioner
Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Programs,Vermont 
Department of Health

Irene Clements
Executive Director
National Foster Parent 
Association, Texas

Penny Clodfelter, 
LCSW, LMSW
Manager
Family Drug Court Program
Jackson County Family Court
Missouri

William M. DeLisio
Family Law Program Manager
Colorado State Court 
Administrator’s Office

Jean Fiorito
Consultant
National Foster Parents 
Association and Advocates for
Families First, Florida

Yaridis L. Garcia 
Senior Planner
Juvenile Welfare Board 
of Pinellas County, Florida

Mollie Greene, MA, CADAC
Director of Clinical Services 
New Jersey Department of 
Children and Families

Lynne Katz, EDD
Research Associate Professor
Department of Psychology, 
University of Miami and 
Director, UM Linda Ray 
Intervention Center, Florida

Joseph D. Kenner
Deputy Commissioner
Westchester County 
Department of Social Services
New York

Valentina Laprade, LICSW  
Director, Family Preservation
Children’s Friend, Rhode Island

Kathy Ledesma, MSW
Principal Investigator and 
National Project Director
AdoptUSKids, Maryland

Leigh Mahoney
Director of National Education
and Program Development
Robert F. Kennedy Children’s 
Action Corps, Inc., Massachusetts

Karen Mooney, MSW
Manager, Women’s Substance 
Use Disorder Programs
Colorado Department of
Human Services, Office 
of Behavioral Health

Kathryne O’Grady
Director, Child Welfare 
and Law Division
National TA Center for 
Children’s Mental Health 
at Georgetown University,
District of Columbia

Nicolette Pach, JD
Judge (ret.)
Suffolk County Family 
Treatment Court, New York

Lynn R. Posze, MA, LPCC
Clinical Director
Sobriety Treatment 
and Recovery Teams (START)
Kentucky Department for 
Community Based Services

Cassaundra Rainey, JD
VP, Member Services 
and Conferences 
CWLA, Washington, DC

Daphne Saunders-Johnson
Social Worker 
Fairfax County Department 
of Family Services, Virginia

Thank you for the wonderful participation and assistance from the following individuals:

National Planning Committee

Order online at www.cwla.org/pubs or at the Bookstore in the Exhibit Hall.

THIRD
EDITION

Rosemary Soave, MSW, LCSW
Coordinator
Rhode Island Family Treatment
Drug Court

Judith Torres
New Jersey Department 
of Children and Families

Stan Waddell
Director of Training 
and Education–Child Welfare
Cenpatico National, Texas

Christi Weaver, LCSW-C
Supervisor, Substance Abuse 
Treatment Services
Lena Pope, Texas

Tina Willauer, MPA
Director, Sobriety Treatment 
and Recovery Teams (START)
Kentucky Department for 
Community Based Services

Deborah Wilson Gadsden,
LSW, MSW, MHS
Training Specialist
Family Design Resources, Inc.
Pennsylvania

Jay Wurscher
Alcohol & Drug Services 
Coordinator
Oregon Department of Human
Services, Child Welfare

Nancy K. Young, PhD, MSW
Executive Director
Children and Family Futures
California
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Tuesday, August 2
7:30 am – 5:00 pm Conference Registration

7:30 am – 5:30 pm Exhibit Hall

7:30 am – 8:30 am Coffee – Exhibit Hall

8:30 am – 10:00 am Super Sessions 
and Workshop Sessions D

10:00 am – 10:30 am Breakfast – Exhibit Hall

10:30 am – 12:00 pm Super Sessions 
and Workshop Sessions E

12:15 pm – 2:15 pm Lunch Plenary Session
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm Workshop Sessions F

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Exhibit Hall – Networking

Wednesday, August 3
7:30 am – 4:00 pm Conference Registration

7:30 am – 11:00 am Exhibit Hall

7:30 am – 9:00 am Breakfast – Exhibit Hall

9:00am – 12:00pm Super Session

9:00am – 10:30 am Workshop Sessions G

10:30 am – 11:00 am Break – Exhibit Hall

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Ask the Expert Sessions

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm Closing Lunch Plenary

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm Post-Conference Meetings

Sunday, July 31
10:00 am – 1:00 pm Sex Trafficking Training

11:00 am – 6:00 pm Conference Registration

11:00 am – 7:00 pm Special Pre-Conference 
Session

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm Social Media Training

Monday, August 1
7:30 am – 6:00 pm Conference Registration

7:30 am – 8:00 pm Exhibit Hall

7:30 am – 8:45 am Breakfast – Exhibit Hall

9:00 am – 10:30 am Opening Plenary Session

10:30 am – 11:00 am Break – Exhibit Hall

11:00 am – 12:30 pm Super Sessions and
Workshop Sessions A

12:30 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch
Exhibit Hall – Networking

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm Super Sessions
and Workshop Sessions B

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm Workshop Sessions C

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm CWLA Annual Meeting

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm Opening Reception – 
Exhibit Hall

Schedule At-A-GlanceSchedule At-A-Glance

Visit the CWLA Bookstore in the Exhibit Hall for the double special issue 
of the Child Welfare journal on Substance Use (Vol. 94, Nos. 4 & 5). The 

issues are considered required reading for anyone who works with children, 
youth and families affected by substance use. Several contributing authors are 

also conference speakers. Attend their session and request an autographed copy!

CHILDWELFARE JOURNAL

On Your Mark, Get (the) Set… The Child Welfare Journal 
Two-Volume Set on Substance Use is available NOW in the 

CWLA Bookstore or at www.cwla.org/pubs.

Item # J944 & J945 • Retail price: $35.00 each • CWLA Member Rate: $28.00 each
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Conference Schedule

SundAy, July 31

Protecting Our Children: 
Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Training

(Separate registration required)

10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Location: Garden 3

What is human trafficking— also known as 
modern-day slavery—and what is domestic

minor sex trafficking (DMST)? The biggest concern
for those combating human trafficking in the United
States is helping U.S.-born youth in DMST. This train-
ing will give professionals and caregivers the skills and
tools needed to recognize the signs of DMST, and to
engage and protect the children involved. The training
is interactive and uses scenarios, group discussion, and
videos to demonstrate how to address DMST. 

The training, based on the CWLA curriculum
Protecting Our Children: Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking
Training for Out-of-Home Care Professionals, utilizes a
train-the-trainer model designed to equip participants
to engage others in learning how to identify, report,
and prevent DMST in the community at large and in
out-of-home-care settings (family foster care, residen-
tial facilities, drop-in centers, homeless shelters, juve-
nile justice settings, aftercare programs). 

The trainer is Emily Wampler, MSW, LSW, curriculum
author with extensive experience in the field of DMST.

Protecting Our Children: 
Domestic Minor Sex 
Trafficking Training 
for Out-of-Home 
Care Professionals, 
is available at the 
CWLA Bookstore in the 
Exhibit Hall or online at
www.cwla.org/pubs. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

11:00 am–6:00 pm
Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer

Special Pre-Conference Session 

Responding to the Impact 
of the Opioid/Heroin Epidemic 
on Child Welfare: A Facilitated 

Dialogue with Child Welfare Leaders 

(Invitation Only)

11:00 am–7:00 pm
Location: Garden 4

A facilitated discussion co-hosted by CWLA, Casey
Family Programs and the Administration on Children,
Youth and Families (ACYF), U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, with the objectives to
share ideas, strategies, and innovations from the fed-
eral, state, tribal and local levels; provide input on key
issues/priorities and related strategies at the national
level; generate ideas on how to leverage knowledge and 
experience about child safety and prevention to 
address the opioid crisis; and consider the implications
of the findings from the Commission to Eliminate
Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities.

Social Media Training: 
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

(Separate registration required)

2:00 pm–5:00 pm
Location: Garden 3

Social media, technology, and the internet have an 
impact on today’s society. Due to experiences of trauma
and loss, children and youth in care face increased vul-
nerability for inappropriate and risky online activity.
An examination of the impact of social media and
technology on today’s society, including its influence

Conference Schedule
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on young people’s perceptions of reality, reveals signifi-
cant risks for the unaware. This training provides infor-
mation on areas where children and youth, particularly
those in out-of-home care, are increasingly vulnerable
and, thus, need proper education and supervision.
These topics include internet safety, cyberbullying,
media marketing, the impact of music on values and
behavior, and the desensitization of violence via video
games. Risk factors will be identified and realistic
strategies to protect youth will be presented. 

This training utilizes a variety of learning methods
that are aligned with the principles of adult learning.
Multiple opportunities will be provided to gather 
information, share experiences, utilize self-assessment,
and practice skills.

The trainer is Marcus Stallworth, LMSW, co-owner
of Welcome 2 Reality, LLC, a company that has exam-
ined and researched the impact of social media, music,
and advertisement on today’s society.

Visit www.cwla.org/training for CWLA training 
opportunities.

MOndAy, AuGuST 1

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
7:30 am–6:00 pm

Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer

EXHIBIT HALL
7:30 am–8:00 pm

Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

BREAKFAST – EXHIBIT HALL
7:30 am–8:45 am

Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Come meet our vendors in the conference exhibit hall.
Check out new products and services, learn about 
industry innovations, and make new connections.

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Breakfast.

OPENING PLENARY SESSION

9:00 am–10:30 am
Location: Royal Ballroom A-F

WELCOME REMARKS

Christine James-Brown
President & CEO
CWLA, Washington, DC

Todd A. Landry
CWLA Board Chair 
and Executive Director,
Lena Pope Home, Fort Worth, TX

Special thanks for your generous support!

Platinum Sponsor

PLENARY SPEAKERS

Ta’Kijah Randolph is a Bay Area 
native, hailing from Pittsburg, 
California. Born into a world of 
dysfunction, Ta’Kijah has always
been a resilient individual. A life 
of hardship gave her the skills to 

endure everything the world had to offer. Ta’Kijah’s mother
had a severe addiction to crack in the 1990s and was sub-
jected to all of the difficulties that having a drug addiction
bring about. Ta’Kijah was born high on crack and was put
up for adoption by her mother. Her grandparents inter-
ceded, took Ta’Kijah home to their four-bedroom house
in Pittsburg, and raised her from infancy until she was
1 year old. To this day, Ta’Kijah credits her grandparents
as the catalysts that made a difference in her life. In 2010,
Ta’Kijah chose to go to California State University, Long
Beach, where she majored in communication studies and

Christine James-Brown

Todd A. Landry

Ta’Kijah Randolph
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minored in Africana studies. While interning with 
the Energy and Commerce Committee on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, DC, she had the chance to meet
Representative Karen Bass (D-CA 37th District), and
they kept in touch; Ta’Kijah came back to “The Hill”
in January 2015 to intern with Representative Bass, and
was offered the staff assistant position in the office.
Ta’Kijah is currently the Legislative Correspondent for
Representative Bass and co-lead on the Congressional
Caucus on Foster Youth. She hopes to continue her
advocacy work for minority communities—including
foster youth.

Congresswoman Karen Bass 
(D-CA) was re-elected to her third term
representing the 37th Congressional
District in 2014. She serves on the
House Judicial Committee and the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
where she is Ranking Member of
the Subcommittee on Africa, Global

Health, Global Human Rights and International 
Organizations. In her third term, Congresswoman Bass 
is solidifying leadership positions on two issues very close
to her heart: reforming America’s foster care system and
strengthening the United States’ relationship with Africa.
In her first term, she created the bipartisan Congressional
Caucus on Foster Youth along with co-chair, Representative
Tom Marino (R-PA), and intends to examine national
standards of care in the child welfare system.

Dr. Nancy K. Young is the 
Executive Director of Children
and Family Futures (CFF), a 
California-based research and pol-
icy institute whose mission is to
improve safety, permanency, well-
being, and recovery outcomes for
children, parents, and families 
affected by trauma, substance use,

and mental disorders. Since 2002, she has served as the
director of the federally funded National Center on
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, and has served as
the Director of the Administration for Children and
Families technical assistance program for the Regional
Partnership Grants since 2007. 

BREAK – EXHIBIT HALL

10:30 am – 11:00 am
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Break.

SUPER SESSIONS – PART A
11:00 am–12:30 pm

Addiction, Treatment, and Recovery:
Implications for Child Welfare 

Policy and Practice 

Location: Grand Ballroom E

Substance use disorders are brain-based diseases, and

research has shown that alcohol and other drugs cause

significant changes in brain chemistry. This super 

session will focus on the neuroscience of addiction, 

including the chronic effects of addiction on the brain,

the recovery process, and advances in substance use dis-

order treatment. Attendees will gain insight into how the

treatment and recovery process impacts child welfare

outcomes and will learn how child welfare can be a good

consumer of substance use disorder treatment services.

Presenters: Ken DeCerchio, Theresa Lemus, and Nancy

Hansen, National Center on Substance Abuse and Child

Welfare, Lake Forest, CA

developing a Plan of Safe Care 
for Infants with Prenatal 

Substance Exposure,
their Mothers and Caregivers: 

Collaborative Approaches Learned 
in a Six-Site Initiative

Location: Garden 4

Child welfare, substance use disorder treatment, med-
ical care providers, and researchers have been making
significant collaborative efforts at the state and local

Dr. Nancy Young

Congresswoman 
Karen Bass 
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level to address the needs of infants who have been pre-
natally exposed to substances. This super session will
feature the lessons learned from the National Center on
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare’s Substance Exposed
Infant In-Depth Technical Assistance Initiative, which
was a two-year SAMHSA-funded project with six sites
to strengthen their capacity to serve pregnant women
with substance use disorders, particularly those with
opioid use disorders and their infants with Neonatal
Abstinence Syndrome. The presentation provides an
overview of lessons learned, practice and policy changes
enacted, and barriers that impede the relationship
between substance use treatment, child welfare and med-
ical care providers as they develop Plans of Safe Care.

Presenters: Linda Carpenter and Jill Gresham, National

Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, Lake Forest,

CA; Mishka Terplan, Behavioral Health System Baltimore,

Baltimore, MD; and Mollie Greene, New Jersey Department

of Children and Families, Trenton, NJ

WORKSHOP SESSIONS A
11:00 am – 12:30 pm

A1 Working Across Systems to 
Improve the Outcomes of 
Child Welfare-Involved 
Parents with Substance 
use disorders
Location: Garden 1

This workshop will present the enhanced systems
improvement and integration efforts in Florida and
Pennsylvania. Although the child welfare delivery sys-
tems are structured differently, each jurisdiction has
faced similar challenges with maintaining a fully inte-
grated model that incorporates both substance abuse
and child welfare services. The presenters will outline
the process by which they improved intra- and inter-
agency collaboration and developed cross-systems
values, principles, goals and objectives to better serve
substance-affected families. The presenters will also 
describe how their agency increased early identification

of substance use disorders and improved timely access
to treatment.

Presenters: Chereese Phillips and Jacki Hoover, Allegheny
County Office of Children, Youth and Families, Pittsburgh,
PA; Donna Rininger, Peace River Center, Bartow, FL; and
Tewabech Genet Stewart, Heartland for Children, Inc.,
Bartow, FL; and Makesha West, Pennsylvania Organization
for Women in Early Recovery (POWER), Pittsburgh, PA

A2 Statewide System Reform: 
The New York Experience
Location: Regal Room

New York is implementing comprehensive system 
reform with support from the Office of Juvenile Justice
& Delinquency Prevention to strengthen existing 
Family Treatment Courts and infuse the model’s most
effective practices into every neglect/abuse case where
a substance use disorder is suspected or discovered
within a family unit. The presenters will discuss the
design of this project, including collaboration across
the court, child welfare, and substance abuse treatment
systems; the committee structure; peer-to-peer learn-
ing; pilot testing the infusion model; obtaining judicial
response to the model; performance indicators; and
data management, including discussion of cross-system
integration and performance measurement.

Presenters: Robert Rosenhaus, Child Welfare Court
Improvement Project, White Plains, NY; Steve Hanson,
New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services, Utica, NY; and Betsy Stevens, New York State
Office of Children and Family Services, Rensselaer, NY
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A3 Prescription Painkillers — 
The latest (and Greatest) 
Threat to Child Welfare
Location: Pacific Room

The abuse of prescription drugs continues to rise across
the United States, and its impact on child welfare is great
for both children and those parents who abuse. Recent
national data shows parental alcohol or drug abuse was the
reason for removal of almost 31% of all children placed in
out-of-home care in 2012, and this percentage has contin-
ued to rise. SAS will share how prescription drug monitoring
programs can be used to change the way systems address the
problem and provide for better informed decisionmaking
and innovative practice solutions such as Direction for
Living’s innovative program approach to this population.

Presenters: Will Jones and Shaun Barry, SAS, Waxhaw, NC;
and Michelle Pedigo, Directions for Living, Clearwater, FL

A4 The Importance of Relationships
in Family drug Court: Enhancing
Well-Being for Children and 
Families Using a Team Approach
Location: Imperial Room

Project Safe Start Nebraska, funded by SAMHSA from
2011–2014, successfully enhanced services for young
children in Family Drug Court in Lancaster County.
Subsequent to this grant, Judge Heideman and the
Family Drug Court team developed an infusion model
of a Family Drug Court that incorporates the principles
of Project Safe Start, but includes all substance abuse
cases.  Participants receive evidence-based practices for
substance abuse, early childhood mental health, and
early childhood trauma. This court focuses on relation-
ships. The court practice and process works on all rela-
tionships, including those between team and parent,
parents and children, and the court and the team.

Presenters: Jennie Cole-Mossman, Nebraska Resource
Project for Vulnerable Young Children, Lincoln, NE;
Hon. Roger Heideman, Lancaster County Juvenile Court,
Lincoln, NE; and Jamie Bahm, Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services, Lincoln, NE

A5 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
disorders: Collaboration of 
National, State and Community 
Groups in Lifespan Prevention
and Interventions
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

This workshop will explore national and state efforts

to coordinate prevention and intervention policies and

programs related to children, youth in transition, and

adults who have fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. The

state of Michigan’s efforts will be examined, in particu-

lar the collaboration between the Substance Abuse and

Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Center for Excellence,

the Michigan State FASD Coordinator, and the Michigan

FASD Task Force.

Presenters: Ann Carrellas, Wayne State University, 

Developmental Disabilities Institute, Detroit, MI  
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A6 Preventing neglect, Abuse, 
and Abandonment Among 
Families Impacted by HIV 
and Substance Abuse: A Multi-
Disciplinary Approach Infused 
with Trauma-Informed Practices
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

Substance use is a well-known risk factor of acquiring
HIV, yet largely because the epidemic focuses on men
who have sex with men, the children of heterosexual
HIV-positive women have largely been forgotten. 
Families First is a federally funded program to reduce
child abuse and neglect among families impacted by HIV.
Using an integrated, trauma-informed approach, we have
been able to increase the well-being of families by address-
ing the family system in care.  Workshop attendees will
learn about how to engage and retain clients that may
have been resistant to substance treatment in the past,
or are fearful of disclosure due to child welfare issues.

Presenters: Jennifer Lewis, University of Southern 
California School of Social Work, San Diego, CA; Amelia
Roeschlein, Kristyn Pellecchia, Nicole Pepper, and Karina
Valdez, University of California San Diego School of
Medicine, San Diego, CA

A7 developing a Program for 
Substance-Exposed newborns
and Their Families: Lessons 
from Project NESST (Newborns
Exposed to Substances: Support 
and Therapy)
Location: Harbor Room

Although concern about substance misuse in pregnancy
and infants born substance-exposed has grown consid-
erably in recent years, few programs have been devel-
oped that address the complex needs of this vulnerable
population.  This workshop describes the process of 
developing Project NESST (Newborns Exposed to
Substances: Support and Therapy) from needs assess-
ment to program services. We describe an interview
study undertaken to understand the lived experience and

treatment needs faced by mothers of substance-exposed
newborns. We highlight select findings and trace how
lessons learned have informed our understanding of
engagement, staffing, reflective supervision, and training.

Presenters: Eda Spielman and Amy Sommer, Jewish
Family and Children’s Service, Waltham, MA

A8 Child Welfare Policy in 
Washington, dC: A Look to the 
Fall and Next Administration
Location: Garden 2

By August, we will have a clearer idea of what is possible
in regard to federal legislation for 2016. Congress will be
out on recess with just a few weeks left before the election.
We will also begin to see the shape of what is possible in a
new presidential administration and the next Congress.
This workshop session will examine action on child wel-
fare, substance abuse legislation, mental health services,
and other children’s policy. The CWLA Government
Affairs Department will bring you the latest.

Presenter: John Sciamanna, CWLA, Washington, DC

A9 Supervising with Substance
Location: SALON VII-VIII

This workshop addresses the interface between super-
vision and substance involvement by staff that affects
the work environment. The importance of recognizing
changes in staff personality presentation, productivity,
and being sensitive to other red flags that may indicate
the presence of a substance use issue are presented. The
role of supervisors in assuring services are delivered
commensurate with high ethical standards includes
the ability to recognize and confront these issues, and
to be knowledgeable about available support services.
Strategies to address substance use issues in the work-
place will be demonstrated by incorporating real-
world examples from the field. Learning methods
include role play, modeling, and observation.

Presenters: Marcus Stallworth, CWLA, Naugatuck, CT;
Charlene Ingram, CWLA, Erial, NJ; and Donna D, Petras,
CWLA, Lincolnshire, IL
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LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

EXHIBIT HALL — NETWORKING

12:30 pm–1:45 pm
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Beverages and snacks available 
in the Exhibit Hall.

Back by popular demand…Booth Bingo! 
Visit exhibit hall vendors to complete 
your bingo card and be eligible to win prizes.

SUPER SESSIONS – PART B
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Addiction, Treatment, and Recovery:
Implications for Child Welfare 

Policy and Practice 
Location: Grand Ballroom E

Substance use disorders are brain-based diseases, and research
has shown that alcohol and other drugs cause significant
changes in brain chemistry. This super session will focus on
the neuroscience of addiction, including the chronic effects of
addiction on the brain, the recovery process and advances in
substance use disorder treatment. Attendees will gain insight
into how the treatment and recovery process impacts child
welfare outcomes and will learn how child welfare can be a
good consumer of substance use disorder treatment services.

Presenters: Ken DeCerchio, Theresa Lemus, and Nancy
Hansen, National Center on Substance Abuse and Child
Welfare, Lake Forest, CA

developing a Plan of Safe Care for
Infants with Prenatal Substance 
Exposure and their Caregivers: 
Collaborative Approaches Learned 

in an Initiative with Six Sites
Location: Garden 4

Child welfare, substance use disorder treatment,
medical care providers, and researchers have been
making significant collaborative efforts at the state

and local level to address the needs of infants who
have been prenatally exposed to substances. This
super session will feature the lessons learned from 
the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child
Welfare’s Substance Exposed Infant In-Depth 
Technical Assistance Initiative, which was a two-year
SAMHSA-funded project with six sites to strengthen
their capacity to serve pregnant women with sub-
stance use disorders, particularly those with opioid
use disorders and their infants with Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome. The presentation provides 
an overview of lessons learned, practice and policy
changes enacted, and barriers that impede the rela-
tionship between substance use treatment, child 
welfare and medical care providers as they develop
Plans of Safe Care.

Presenters: Linda Carpenter and Jill Gresham, 
National Center on Substance Abuse and Child 
Welfare, Lake Forest, CA; Mishka Terplan, Behavioral
Health System Baltimore, Baltimore, MD; and Mollie

Are you enjoying the Conference? 
Join CWLA Today as it is a critical time 

to stand together as one voice to improve

outcomes for children, youth, and families.

CWLA provides multiple opportunities for

shared learning and networking, a special

section of our website that is open to 

members only, and provides information

promoting the national standards 

of excellence.  Speak with a CWLA 

staff person or board member and 

learn more today.

MEMBERSHIP

Take Advantage of the 
Membership Sale that is just for 

Conference Attendees!
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Greene, New Jersey Department of Children and 
Families, Trenton, NJ

WORKSHOP SESSIONS B
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

B1 Partnering with Courts to 
Better Address Substance 
use in dependency and 
neglect Cases
Location: Garden 1

Partnering with courts to improve the way dependency
cases with substance use are handled can be challenging
at the state and local levels. This session will provide
attendees with an opportunity to share with colleagues
and build an understanding of: court programs and
multi-disciplinary approaches that better address sub-
stance use, including a new initiative known as the 

Dependency and Neglect System Reform Program; 
effectively engaging key judicial leaders to better address
substance use; and strategies for building partnerships
with the Court Improvement Program and Problem
Solving Court Program to better address substance use.

Presenters: Sarah Felsen, Colorado Judicial Department
& Colorado Department of Human Services, Denver, CO;
Gretchen Russo, Colorado Department of Human Services,
Denver, CO; William DeLisio, Brenidy Rice, and Amy
Kingery, Colorado Judicial Department, Denver, CO

B2 The Mommies Program: A
Gender-Responsive Program for 
Pregnant and Parenting Women 
with Substance Use Disorders
Location: Harbor Room

The Mommies Program is an inter-professional, multi-
agency, collaborative partnership between the Texas
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state health department, the county hospital system,
and the local mental health authority. Key components
of the Mommies Program include medication-assisted
treatment, mental health services, primary care, family
and individual counseling, as well as education focused
on childbirth and parenting, trauma recovery, and life
skills. All services are offered in one centralized location
with transportation and childcare provided. More than
1,000 families have been served by this program since
2007. As a result, infant hospital length of stay for
neonatal abstinence syndrome has decreased by 33%.

Presenters: Lisa Cleveland, The University of Texas
Health Science Center at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX;
and Briseida (Bee) Courtois, The Center for Health Care
Services, San Antonio, TX

B3 The Connecticut Family 
Stability Project: Financing a 
Service for Families Impacted by 
Substance Use
Location: Regal Room

In a challenging fiscal climate, Connecticut strategized
to implement a Social Impact Bond/Pay for Success 

financing mechanism 
to address the unmet 
needs of families who are
impacted by substance
use and involved in the
child welfare system by
delivering Family Based
Recovery, a promising
intervention designed to
eliminate parental sub-

stance use and promote parent-child attachment with
children aged 0–6. This workshop offers step-by-step
guidance and concrete strategies on how to implement
this new, innovative funding vehicle to deliver and rig-
orously evaluate a promising practice.

Presenters: Elizabeth Duryea, Connecticut Department
of Children & Families, Hartford, CT; Gloria Gong,
Harvard University Social Impact Bond Lab, Cambridge,
MA; Casey Littlefield, Social Finance, Boston, MA; and
Karen Hanson, Yale Child Study Center, New Haven, CT

B4 A Team Approach to Trauma-
Informed Care with Substance
use, Abuse, and Addiction
Location: Pacific Room

This training examines substance use, abuse, and treat-
ment from a collaborative team approach. Presenters
will engage participants to explore the following con-
cepts: the relationships between trauma and substance
abuse; understanding roads to recovery and enhancing
protective factors; substance use and abuse as it relates
to our brains; and the neurological components of 
addiction. Presenters will also discuss how to utilize a
collaborative approach to helping youth in care obtain
community treatment and collaborative care.

Presenter: Stan Waddell, Cenpatico, Lubbock, TX

B5 Increasing Family Treatment 
drug Courts Outcomes: 
Development of a 
Pre-Dependency Drug Court 
and Enhanced Family Services
Location: Imperial Room

The Early Intervention Family Drug Court (EIFDC) 
is Sacramento County’s innovative approach to inter-
vene with intensive child welfare, alcohol, and other
drug and court services before removal of a child
from the home becomes necessary. Children in Focus
(CIF) is an enhancement to EIFDC services designed
to reestablish positive parent/child interaction and to
improve family functioning—issues that are not fre-
quently addressed by Family Treatment Drug Courts.
Collectively, these programs target pre-dependency
families to support parental and overall family func-
tioning, and aim to keep families intact so more inten-
sive interventions are unnecessary.

Presenters: Barbara Oleachea, Sacramento County
Child Protective Services, Sacramento, CA; Sharon 
Di Pirro-Beard, Sacramento County Alcohol and Drug
Services, Sacramento, CA; and Dara Nix, Children and
Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA
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B6 Implementing, Evaluating and
Sustaining a Parent Mentor 
Program: Lessons Learned
Location: Salon VII-VIII

This workshop provides an overview of the Mentor
Parent Program of Dependency Advocacy Center, and
describes the structure, findings, and impact of a suc-
cessful university-community partnership designed to
evaluate the Mentor Parent Program. Presenters will
outline core elements of the pioneering Mentor Parent
Program, which has been successful in quickly and 
effectively engaging parents who are grappling with
drug addiction and attempting to reunify with their
children in Santa Clara County’s family drug court,
Dependency Wellness Court. Mentor Parenting mod-
els are considered a promising practice, and data from
the local evaluation affirm the utility of the Mentor
model as a factor for increasing reunification.

Presenters: Laurie Drabble, San Jose State University
School of Social Work, San Jose, CA; and Hilary Kushins
and Dave Shuster, Dependency Advocacy Center, San
Jose, CA

B7 From Script to Choices: 
Empowering Children Impacted
by Familial Addiction
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

From Script to Choices offers an opportunity to learn
about the impact of familial trauma on children being
raised in addictive families. Dr. Claudia Black, an inter-
nationally recognized presenter and clinician, will
share her expertise in working with children and fami-
lies for the past forty years. This workshop will also
offer an opportunity to learn about an innovative
mentoring and support program for children and
teens who have been impacted by the addiction of a
family member.

Presenters: Claudia Black, Claudia Black Young Adult
Center at The Meadows, Bainbridge Island, WA; Danielle
Lowe, Shields For Families Inc., Compton, CA; and Brian
J. Maus, The Moyer Foundation, Philadelphia, PA

B8 Even With a Substance 
Abuse History, Fathers Play  
a Key Role in the lives of 
Their Children
Location: Garden 2

This workshop introduces Project Fatherhood, an 
innovative, theoretically sound, evidence-informed
model of practice to reduce risks to children by engag-
ing fathers in their care and development with a spe-
cial focus on substance abuse.  Participants will learn:
1) to identify and overcome individual and systemic
barriers that prevent father-child engagement; 2)
methods of ensuring fathers are included in child wel-
fare systems; 3) the long-term effects father involve-
ment has on a child; and 4) strategies to create and/
or replicate the program in diverse communities: sub-
stance abuse, military/veteran, LGBT, foster care, chil-
dren of incarcerated parents, and homeless families.

Presenters: Alan-Michael Graves and Anthony Young,
Children’s Institute, Inc., Los Angeles, CA

WORKSHOP SESSIONS C
3:45 pm – 5:15 pm

C1 Children Affected by 
Substance Abuse (CASA): 
A Cross-Sector, Community 
Collaboration Model
Location: Garden 1

Children Affected by Substance Abuse (CASA) is an evi-
dence-informed, multi-sector, community partnership
model underpinned by 10 service principles and devel-
oped for child welfare involved children and families
where parental substance use is the reason for service.
This multi-pronged service delivery model (class and
web-training, case consultations and collaborative case
assessments) is described along with evaluation findings
related to whether there were improved service out-
comes. The evaluation methods included a review 2014
cases over 15 months, a comparative standardized review
of cases, and worker feedback. The evidence-informed



C3 Implementing Evidence-Based
Practices across Systems and 
Settings to Enhance Services 
for Substance-Abuse Effected 
Families: Process, Outcomes, 
and Cost Savings
Location: Grand Ballroom E

This workshop describes two evidence-based implementa-
tions for prevention of child maltreatment and children’s
behavioral health problems in families affected with
substance abuse: the Strengthening Families Program
and Celebrating Families. Included will be the history, con-
tent, implementation, research outcomes, and cost benefits.
Each implementation was undertaken with different
populations, and both will be presented. One implemen-
tation uses a low-cost, innovative SFP 7-17 DVD video
technology to deliver SFP; the other uses a family drug
court service model. Both implementations have impor-
tant implications for stakeholders seeking to enhance
outcomes for substance abuse affected families through
the use of evidence-based programming.

Presenters: Margaret Lloyd, University of Kansas School
of Social Welfare, Overland Park, KS; Karol L. Kumpfer,
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT; and Jaynie Brown,
Strengthening Families Foundation, Salt Lake City, UT

rationale for using a community partnership mode is
discussed, along with suggested implications for practice.

Presenters: Deborah Goodman and Carolyn Ussher,
Children’s Aid Society of Toronto, Toronto, ON

C2 Impact from Infancy: Shaping 
a Coordinated Child Welfare 
System Response for Maltreated 
Children Birth to Five
Location: Pacific Room

Children from birth to five years of age in the child wel-
fare and court systems have unique needs that must be
addressed to ensure their safety and promote perma-
nency and well-being. Impact from Infancy is a model
for promoting early childhood best practices to the child
welfare community such as trauma-informed interven-
tions for parents, substance abuse treatment integrated
with parenting support, and attachment-focused treat-
ment and services for parents and children.

Presenters: Carrie Strovers, Project Harmony, Omaha,
NE; and Hon. Douglas F. Johnson, Separate Juvenile
Court of Douglas County, Omaha, NE
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C4 Workshop — Cancelled

C5 Project Connect: Keeping 
Children Safe by Strengthening 
Substance-Affected Families
Location: Harbor Room

This workshop will describe an intensive, home-based
practice model that works with high-risk families who
are affected by parental substance abuse and involved in
the child welfare system. The presenters will describe the
program model and practice approaches that have been
found most effective when working with diverse families
on addiction, mental and physical health needs, parent-
ing, domestic violence, and child permanency and
well-being. The workshop will also focus on engaging
systems, communities, and the family in order to influ-
ence positive outcomes for children and their families.

Presenters: Valentina Laprade and Alycia Zagaglia,
Children’s Friend, Providence, RI

C6 Family-Based Recovery: An 
Innovative In-Home Substance 
Abuse Treatment Model for 
Families with Young Children
Location: Regal Room

Family-based, in-home treatment can effectively
meet the needs of mothers and fathers struggling
with the dual challenges of substance abuse recovery
and parenting infants and toddlers. This presentation
describes one program, Family-Based Recovery
(FBR), which integrates substance abuse treatment
for parents and infant mental health intervention
with the goal of preventing child maltreatment and
family disruption. Outcome data suggest that FBR is
a promising model. Program design, implementation,
and results are provided. In addition, the presentation
will focus on lessons learned and enhancements to the
model over its eight years.

Presenter: Karen E. Hanson, Yale Child Study Center,
New Haven, CT

C7 Kinship navigation Services: 
Diverting Youth Affected by 
Substance Abuse from Child 
Welfare to Kinship Care
Location: Garden 4

This workshop will be co-facilitated by the Director
and Evaluator of the Arizona Kinship Support Services.
The presenters will review how kinship navigation
services are utilized by kinship caregivers caring for
children affected by family substance abuse. These
children are involved with the Arizona Department of
Child Safety (DCS) or were placed in kinship care 
informally. Presenters will discuss cost savings to DCS
by diverting older youth from foster/congregate care
and keeping them in stable kinship care. Attendees will
learn how they can apply this kinship navigation model
and cost-savings methodology to their own programs.

Presenters: Julie Treinen and Candy Espino, Arizona’s
Children Association, Tucson, AZ; and Michele Schmidt,
LeCroy & Milligan Associates, Tucson, AZ
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C8 Recovering Families: 
A Tool for Parents in Recovery 
and Their Children
Location: Imperial Room

“Recovering

Families” is a

workbook de-

signed to help

parents in recov-

ery balance the

demands of both

recovery and 

children, pre-

vent relapse, and 

understand the

impact of addic-

tion and recovery

on children. It 

incorporates

twelve-step philos-

ophy and slogans

with research-supported parent education materials.

This workshop will examine the development of the

program and how it is being used across Pennsylvania. 

Attendees will receive sample pages and participate in

sample activities from the workbook.

Presenter: Beth Bitler, Pennsylvania Family Support 

Alliance, Harrisburg, PA

C9 Successful Substance Abuse 
and Therapeutic Program 
Elements for young Children 
and Their Families in Child 
Welfare: The Sobriety Treatment
and Recovery Teams Program
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

This workshop will provide a national perspective 

on young children’s involvement in child welfare—

including for family substance abuse—and the 

landscape of programs designed to meet their needs.

The Sobriety Treatment and Recovery Teams (START)

model, an evidence-supported CPS intervention for

substance use and child maltreatment, will be high-

lighted. START strategies will be described, as well 

as implementation lessons learned and outcomes 

in a rural Appalachian county with high poverty,

nonmedical prescription drug use, and child mal-

treatment. Despite a limited infrastructure at base-

line, children served by START had lower recurrence

and re-entry rates compared with a matched con-

trol group.

Presenters: Martin T. Hall, Kent School of Social 
Work, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY; Lynn R.
Posze, Tina M. Willauer, Kentucky Department for
Community Based Services, Louisville, KY; and Erin
Maher, Casey Family Programs, Seattle, WA

C10 An Intensive Case 
Management Approach for 
Addressing Co-Occurring 
Substance Abuse and 
Trauma Exposure among 
urban native Families 
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

This workshop session explores the evidence docu-

menting the link between trauma exposure and sub-

stance abuse in Native families involved with child

welfare, and describes an Intensive Case Management

(ICM) approach that is comprehensive, culturally 

responsive, and flexible. Trauma in Native families

may involve not only adult experiences of loss and 

violence, but also childhood abuse, historical trauma,

and inter-generational transmission. Case practice,

outcomes, and case examples from an urban Native

family service agency’s ICM model are presented,

with suggestions for modifications for non-Native

agencies and case workers.

Presenters: Nancy Lucero and Marian Bussey, Butler

Institute for Families, Graduate School of Social Work,

University of Denver, Denver, CO
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C11 Substance-Exposed Infants: 
New Strategies for Preparing 
Resource Parents through 
Integration of Online Learning
and In-Person Group Sessions
Location: Garden 2

The health and medical needs of substance-exposed
infants can be perplexing and serious. Providing accu-
rate and timely information to caregivers that sheds
light on this complex subject and provides useful
strategies for parenting this population, as well as
valuable tips for working with the professional team, is

of utmost impor-
tance. This work-
shop demonstrates
how the prepara-
tion of caregivers
(foster, adoptive,
and kinship) to
work with infants
who have been
substance exposed
can be strength-
ened through the
integration of self-
pace, interactive,
online learning
and in-person ses-

sions. A major benefit is increasing the quality and
standardization of training through online courses
that feature innovative, cost-effective strategies with
proven effective techniques, interactive vignettes, and
examples from the field. Strategies for integrating the
online content with in-person sessions that focus on
skill-building and mutual assessment of caregivers’
ability, resources, and willingness to care for this popu-
lation will be presented. Demonstrations will focus on
substance-exposed infants.

Presenters: Lee White, Northwest Media and 

FosterParentCollege.com, Eugene, OR; Donna D. Petras,

CWLA, Lincolnshire, IL; and Eileen Mayers Pasztor, 

California State University, Long Beach and CWLA,

Manhattan Beach, CA

CWLA ANNUAL MEETING
(Members Only)

5:30 pm–6:30 pm
Location: Salon VII-VIII

OPENING RECEPTION – EXHIBIT HALL

6:30 pm–8:00 pm
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Come browse, snack and network in the exhibit hall!

Thanks for sponsoring the conference Opening Reception.

TuESdAy, AuGuST 2

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
7:30 am – 5:00 pm

Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer

EXHIBIT HALL
7:30 am – 5:30 pm

Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

COFFEE – EXHIBIT HALL
7:30 am – 8:30 am

SUPER SESSIONS – PART A
8:30 am – 10:00 am

Inspiring Outcomes: Lessons 
Learned from Family Drug Courts

Location: Grand Ballroom E

Built from a common vision and extraordinary cross-
system collaborative effort, the Family Drug Court (FDC)
movement has emerged as one of the promising models
for improving outcomes for children and families 
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affected by substance use disorders in the child welfare
system. This super session will present data and out-
come findings from local and cross-site evaluations to
demonstrate how incorporating children’s interven-
tions within FDCs leads to improved child welfare,
substance use treatment, and family outcomes.

Presenters: Phil Breitenbucher and Alexis Balkey, 
Children and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

WORKSHOP SESSIONS D
8:30 am – 10:00 am

d1 Making It Work without  
a Family drug Court: 
Connecticut’s Approach to 
Parental Substance Abuse in 
the Child Welfare System
Location: Imperial Room

Connecticut’s child welfare, substance abuse and judicial
systems collaborated to develop the Recovery Specialist
Voluntary Program (RSVP) as an alternative to family
drug court. Presenters will show how inter-agency col-
laboration, interoperability, information-sharing, and
use of data for program development and performance
monitoring has effectuated systemic changes in policy
and practice to deliver an effective recovery-oriented
program for parents whose children have been removed
by the court due to caregivers’ substance abuse. Presenters
will discuss collaboration efforts, factors affecting devel-
opment of RSVP, system changes, program participants,
parental and child welfare outcomes, and the challenges
of conducting a cost evaluation.

Presenters: Jane A. Ungemack, University of Connecticut
School of Medicine, Farmington, CT; Christine Lau,
Connecticut Department of Children and Families, 
Farmington, CT; Janet M. Storey, Connecticut Department
of Mental Health and Addiction Services, Hartford, CT;
Samuel Moy, Advanced Behavioral Health, Middletown,
CT; Kathryn Parr, University of Connecticut School of
Social Work, Hartford, CT; and Bernadette Conway,
State of Connecticut Judicial Branch, New Haven, CT

d2 Cross-System Strategies for 
Engaging and Retaining 
Families Involved in the Child 
Welfare System and Affected 
by Substance use disorders
Location: Harbor Room

Regional Partnership Grant (RPG) recipients have 
implemented a variety of cross-system strategies in
order to engage and retain clients, address cross-
system communication, and successfully implement

Effective Practice and Clinical
Strategies Across the Continuum 

of Child Welfare Services for 
Addressing the Needs of Children 

with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
and Other Conditions Related to 

Prenatal Substance Exposure
Location: Garden 4

Emerging research has highlighted the large popula-
tion of children in child welfare who have Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders and other conditions related to
prenatal substance exposure who go undiagnosed or
are misdiagnosed and are not having their needs met.
This super session will help providers understand what
works and increase the effectiveness of services to meet
the specialized needs of these children.

Presenters: Eileen Elias, JBS International, Inc., Bethesda,
MD; Jacquelyn Bertrand, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Atlanta, GA; Sharon Newburg-Rinn,
Children’s Bureau, Washington, DC;  Dr. Douglas Waite,
The Children’s Village, Dobbs Ferry, NY; Gwendolyn J.
Messer, Children’s Research Triangle, Chicago, IL; Dan
Dubovsky, formerly SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence,
Washington, DC; and Shannon Cross-Azbill, Alaska 
Division of Juvenile Justice, Anchorage, AK
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family-centered treatment.  This workshop will share
lessons learned along the way and identify specific
strategies that worked within a cross-system team. This
workshop features two RPG recipients: Summit County
Children Services and Helen Ross McNabb Center. Both
grantees faced implementation challenges and through
strategies targeting both clients and staff, as well as
partners, they have improved implementation and 
influenced positive outcomes for parents and children.

Presenters:Sarah Long, Helen Ross McNabb Center,
Knoxville, TN; and Beth Kinney and Kevin E. Brown,
Summit County Children Services, Knoxville, OH

d3 Effective Collaboration: 
Lessons from the Regional 
Partnership Grant Program 
Location: Regal Room

Research and practical experience has long demon-
strated the prevalence of parental substance use dis-
orders among families in the child welfare system.
Historically, a lack of coordination and collaboration
has hindered the ability of child welfare, substance
abuse treatment, and family/dependency court 
systems to support these families. As child welfare-
involved families have complex needs, a coordinated
effort between systems is needed. This presentation
will share findings and lessons learned from the 
Regional Partnership Grant (RPG) program. The
RPG program is the Federal government’s largest 
single investment focused specifically on the lives of
children and families at significantly high risk for
negative outcomes related to substance use and child
abuse or neglect. This session will enable participants
to better understand the relationships between adult
client characteristics, treatment participation, and
child welfare outcomes, services elements that appear
to have a positive impact on outcomes, and strategies
that communities employed to develop and sustain
collaborative treatment and child welfare systems.

Presenters: Ken DeCerchio, National Center on 
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, Lake Forest, CA;
and Elaine Voces Stedt, Children’s Bureau Office on
Child Abuse and Neglect, Washington, DC

d4 Improving Family 
Outcomes through Strategic 
Partnerships to Implement 
Supportive Housing and 
Wraparound Services
Location: Salon VII-VIII

The New Jersey Department of Children and Families,
the Corporation for Supportive Housing, and Family
Connections will present their partnership to establish
a “housing first” initiative based on the Keeping
Families Together (KFT) model which offers wrap-
around services for families who are challenged by
substance use and/or mental health disorders, lack sta-
ble housing, and are at-risk of losing custody or not
achieving reunification.  Attendees will learn how to
establish a trauma-informed supportive housing prac-
tice model designed to meet the specific needs of child
welfare-involved families, and learn how KFT specifi-
cally aligns with the CWLA Standards of Excellence for
Child Welfare Services.

Presenters: Mollie Greene, New Jersey Department of

Children and Families, Trenton, NJ; Alison Harte, 

Corporation for Supportive Housing, Trenton, NJ; and

Kelly Sachter, Krista Zuccheri and Alexandria Riley,

Family Connections, Inc., East Orange, NJ



d5 Specialty Court Potluck: 
How Effective Multi-Disciplinary 
Teams Improve the Lives of 
Children in the Legal System
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

This workshop will identify and outline how effective
implementation of specialty court models to tradi-
tional court rooms can increase the efficacy of legal 
interventions involving children and families. Bexar
County Children’s Court, utilizing Family Drug Court
as a template, achieved a reduction of nearly 30 per-
cent of case filings for removal of children, a similar
reduction in court hearings, nearly 3,000 less court 
orders, and saved nearly half a million dollar during
one fiscal year. Presenters will pay special attention 
to how utilizing multi-disciplinary teams positively
impacts the efficacy of the courtroom and opens the
doors for courts to work with providers for the sake 
of the children involved in complex cases.

Presenters: Hon. Peter Sakai, Barbara Schafer, Julie G.
Thornton, Kenneth Lowe, and Kimberly Burley, Bexar
County Civil District Courts, San Antonio, TX

d6 What Happens After 
Treatment and Recovery 
Programs End: A Study of 
Long-Term Outcomes for Women
in Recovery
Location: Garden 2

In this workshop, Wilder Research will share findings
from the Women’s Recovery Services initiative, a five-
year project that funds 10 recovery programs across
Minnesota targeting pregnant and/or parenting
women with substance use disorders, and their chil-
dren. Both short- and long-term outcomes will be
shared, including information gathered from the
women via telephone interviews conducted six and 
12 months after leaving recovery programs. The 
workshop will also highlight the study methodology,
what works for women in recovery and the challenges
involved after leaving treatment/recovery programs,
and will incorporate the voice and direct experiences
of women who have participated in the programs.

Presenters: Rebecca Schultz, Jackie Aman, Michelle 
Gerrard, Stephanie Nelson-Dusek, and Darcie Thomsen,
Wilder Research, St. Paul, MN
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d7 Substance use: 
Prenatal and Postnatal Services 
in Family Preservation
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

Saint Francis Community Services developed a program
to provide a gender responsive and trauma-informed
approach to treatment of pregnant women and girls
who are abusing substances. The program focuses on
systems change with a car-
ing, compassionate and
empowering therapeutic
environment enabling the
family to create a healthy
home. The goal is to help
the mother stop using 
substances while pregnant,
to provide for a substance
free baby at the time of
birth, and to then be able
to better attend to the
baby’s needs once born.

Presenters: Susan Montague and Ruth Kemper, Saint

Francis Community Services, Salina, KS

d8 understanding and Treating 
Addicted youth
Location: Pacific Room

Using the context of adolescent development, this
presentation will help providers and families to better
understand how to work with addicted youth.  This
presentation will also dive into the world of teen drug
culture, the most popular substances on the market,
ways teens are getting those substances, and how they
are using those substances. Implications of co-occurring
(mental health) issues are also evaluated and discussed.
Prevalence of co-occurring disorders, the interactional
affect, and the value of integrated treatment and contro-
versy around harm reduction principals are discussed in
this presentation.

Presenters: Nadyia Abbas and Bonnie Byer, Devereux,
Rutland, MA

BREAKFAST — EXHIBIT HALL

10:00 am–10:30 am
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Come enjoy a Continental Breakfast. 

This year’s exhibit hall features our popular bookstore,
booth bingo, and recharging stations. It’s the hub of the
conference!

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Breakfast.

SUPER SESSIONS – PART B
10:30 am–12:00 pm

Inspiring Outcomes: Lessons 
Learned from Family Drug Courts

Location: Grand Ballroom E

Built from a common vision and extraordinary cross-
system collaborative effort, the Family Drug Court
(FDC) movement has emerged as one of the promising
models for improving outcomes for children and fami-
lies affected by substance use disorders in the child wel-
fare system. This super session will present data and
outcome findings from local and cross-site evaluations
to demonstrate how incorporating children’s interven-
tions within FDCs leads to improved child welfare,
substance use treatment, and family outcomes.

Presenters: Phil Breitenbucher and Alexis Balkey, 
Children and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

Effective Practice and Clinical
Strategies Across the Continuum 

of Child Welfare Services for 
Addressing the Needs of Children 

with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders and Other Conditions Related

to Prenatal Substance Exposure.
Location: Garden 4

Emerging research has highlighted the large population
of children in child welfare who have Fetal Alcohol
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Spectrum Disorders and other conditions related to
prenatal substance exposure who go undiagnosed or
are misdiagnosed and are not having their needs met.
This super session will help providers understand what
works and increase the effectiveness of services to meet
the specialized needs of these children.

Presenters: Eileen Elias, JBS International, Inc.,
Bethesda, MD; Jacquelyn Bertrand, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA; Sharon Newburg-
Rinn, Children’s Bureau, Washington, DC;  Dr. Douglas
Waite, The Children’s Village, Dobbs Ferry, NY; Gwendolyn
J. Messer, Children’s Research Triangle, Chicago, IL; Dan
Dubovsky, formerly SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence,
Washington, DC and Shannon Cross-Azbill, Alaska 
Division of Juvenile Justice, Juno, AK

WORKSHOP SESSIONS E
10:30 am–12:00 pm

E1 CWlA’s Kinship Traditions of 
Caring and Collaborating 
Model of Practice: Supporting 
Kinship Families Impacted by 
Substance Abuse 
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

CWLA’s Traditions of Caring and Collaborating Model

of Practice is an evidence-based approach to address

nine issues of unique concern to kinship caregivers,

and offers five competencies essential to supporting

them across four phases of service leading to child

safety, well-being, and permanency. The dynamics of

substance use will be addressed as it impacts the issues,

the competencies, the phases, and the outcomes. 

Presenters will share specific practice tools and exam-

ples for families, administrators, supervisors, workers,

and all advocates who want to support kinship families

impacted by substance abuse.

Presenters: Eshele Williams, CWLA, Altadena, CA;

Eileen Mayers Pasztor, CWLA, Long Beach, CA; and

Donna D. Petras, CWLA, Lincolnshire, IL

E2 Integrated Housing and 
Service Models for Child 
Welfare-Involved Families 
Affected by Homelessness 
and Substance use
Location: Harbor Room

Homeless families involved with the child welfare sys-
tem and affected by substance use disorders must have
access to a comprehensive array of housing and service
options to help them succeed in their recovery. Hear
from housing providers and child welfare agencies 
implementing innovative cross-system strategies that
are bridging the divide between housing, child welfare
and treatment systems. Participants will learn about:
collaborative strategies for improving care coordina-
tion between housing, child welfare and treatment sys-
tems; evidence-based housing and service models for
homeless child-welfare-involved families affected by
substance use; and effective family-centered practices
for serving parents with co-occurring mental health
and substance use disorders and their children.

Presenters: Janette Kawachi and Alison Harte, Corporation
for Supportive Housing, New York, NY; Kathryn 
Icenhower, SHIELDS for Families, Los Angeles, CA; and
Kelly Sachter, Family Connections, Inc., East Orange, NJ

E3 Integrating Child Welfare and 
Behavioral Health Services for 
our Children, Families and 
Communities: Strategies and 
Models That Work
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

In this workshop, participants will be able to understand
the dynamics of the child welfare system and behavioral
health integration. Participants will learn how a man-
aging entity system of child welfare and behavioral
health care can develop policies, programs and imple-
ment effective models with performance outcomes to
build a system of care. Additionally, this workshop will
provide models and effective practices for child wel-
fare, substance abusing parents and vulnerable popula-
tions through experience of an integrated behavioral
health care provider.  Participants will be able to learn



innovations to serve the child welfare, substance abusing
and co-occurring populations for replication. A discus-
sion of creative blended funding strategies to meet the
needs of the individual will also be addressed.

Presenters: Babette Hankey, Aspire Health Partners
Inc., Orlando, FL; and Mike Watkins, Big Bend 
Community Based Care, Orlando, FL

E4 utilizing Family dependency 
Courts and The Circle of Security
Parenting Program to Support 
Child Welfare Outcomes
Location: Imperial Room

Families involved in the child welfare system face barriers
related to reunification. The Family Recovery Program, Inc.
(FRP), is the only family dependency court in Baltimore
City, Maryland. As a national Peer Learning Court, FRP
addresses barriers through providing case management
services and using an evidence-based parenting curricu-
lum, “Circle of Security” (COS). This workshop will iden-
tify and describe components of “Family First”, an intensive
family support service. “Family First” supports reunifica-
tion efforts with on-demand access to housing, drug treat-
ment, and other matched services. Additionally, efforts to
strengthen the attachment process through implementa-
tion of the COS parenting program will be highlighted.

Presenters: Tara Doaty-Mundell and Jocelyn Gainers,
The Family Recovery Program, Inc., Baltimore, MD

E5 Working With Adult Survivors 
of Childhood Abuse and neglect
Location: Pacific Room

This workshop will focus on clinical work with adult
survivors of child abuse and neglect.  Perspectives on
working with both victims/survivors and perpetrators
will be presented in relation to the prevalence of child
physical and sexual abuse, neglect and psychological mal-
treatment.  Co-morbid issues associated with surviving
childhood abuse such as substance use disorders and
other mental health disorders will be explored. Emphasis
will be placed on understanding the linkages between

abuse and trauma in childhood and dysfunctional behav-
ior in adulthood, which is of particular importance as
we struggle to help families break the cycle of violence.

Presenters: Janet Okagbue-Reaves, Eastern Michigan
University, Ypsilanti, MI

E6 Collaborative Approach 
to Integrating Recovery 
Peer Support in Child 
Welfare Systems
Location: Regal Room

Overwhelming evidence exists to support the implemen-
tation of Peer Support Programs in recovery. The guid-
ance and resources available to implement such programs
is scarce amongst literature reviews. Summit County, in
Akron, OH, took on the initiative to build this program-
ming within its own community from the foundation
up, and documented its journey along the way. This
workshop will share Summit County’s step-by-step
process, providing guidelines, examples, and docu-
mentation to assist as a starting point for future coun-
ties, programs, and/or agencies in enhancing their own
communities of recovery with Recovery Coach Programs.

Presenters: Beth Kinney, Summit County Children
Services, Akron, OH; and Mary Martell, Summit County
Public Health, Akron, OH

E7 Innovative Care Models: 
Integrated Prenatal Care and 
Substance Use Treatment
Location: Garden 2

This workshop will present an innovative collaboration
between health care, substance use treatment, child
welfare and coordinated care organizations in Portland,
Oregon. The goal of the program is to provide prenatal/
postpartum care in combination with substance abuse
treatment. A team approach includes Certified Nurse
Midwives, Social Work, Peer Recovery Mentors, and
Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselors working in close
collaboration with child welfare in terms of safety plan-
ning and foster care placement decisions. Using outcome
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data, presenters will describe barriers and facilitators to
integrated models of care for the pregnant substance
abusing population. Standardized substance abuse
screening for the pregnant population will be discussed.
Collaborative relationships with child welfare and
community agencies, policy implications, and impact
on foster care placement will also be emphasized.

Presenters: Julia Vance, Legacy Midwifery, Madison, WI
and Telia Grant, Legacy Health, Portland, OR

E8 The Benefits and Challenges 
in Providing Multiple Evidence-
Based, Trauma-Informed Services 
to Substance Abusing Families in 
Rural Child Welfare Programs
Location: Garden 1

Using the background demographic components of
a rural and urban community in Southwest Missouri,

this workshop will address the specific multiple
trauma-informed, evidence-based practices that 
are provided to families within a framework of
three specialized case management models and
family group conferencing. The goal is to assist
child welfare families with substance abuse prob-
lems to prevent placements or obtain family reuni-
fication. Specific goals for families are Substance
Abuse Treatment Services and follow-up commu-
nity supports for adults and children; Parenting 
Education and Support Services; Mental Health
Services that are trauma-informed; and Community
Resources for housing and employment. Outcomes
regarding service delivery and family achieve-
ments will be presented with specific attention 
to the successes and challenges faced by families
and staff.

Presenters: Mary Turner and Beverly Long, 

Preferred Family Healthcare Inc., Springfield, MO



Plenary Speakers

CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF AMERICA • 2016 NATIONAL CONFERENCE28

LUNCH PLENARY
12:15 pm–2:15 pm

Location: Royal Ballroom A-F

WELCOME REMARKS

Congratulations to Children and Family Futures for 
20 years of exemplary service and efforts to improve
safety, permanency, well- being, and recovery outcomes
for children, parents, and families affected by trauma,
substance use, and mental health disorders.

Elizabeth Stanley-Salazar 
Board Member, Children and 
Family Futures and Principal, 
Stanley Salazar Consulting 

Sharon Amatetti
Chief, Quality 
Improvement and
Workforce Develop-

ment Branch, Center for Substance
Abuse Treatment, Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration

Thanks for your generous conference support!

PLENARY SPEAKERS

Samantha Fellows, B.S.Ed., OCPSA,
is currently a Prevention Specialist
for The Recovery Center in Lancaster,
Ohio. She has worked in the education
system for 15 years. She is involved in
area service and believes in giving

back what was so freely given to her. With the help of
those who loved her, treatment centers, and a 12-step
program, she no longer looks to live in the shadow. She
has passionately embarked on the journey to heal that
darkness and now works to help others do the same.

Mary Chaliman is the Manager of

the Protect MiFamily Project and

the Child Welfare Medical Unit in

the Office of Child Welfare Policy

and Programs for the Michigan

Department of Health and Human

Services. She is also Project Manager

for the Protect MiFamily, Michigan’s

federally approved title IV-E waiver child welfare

demonstration project. Twelve years ago, when sub-

stance use touched her family, Mary became the relative

caregiver, licensed foster parent, and, eventually, the

adoptive parent of her granddaughter.

Nominated by President Obama and

confirmed by the United States Senate,

Rafael López is the Commissioner

of the Administration on Children,

Youth and Families (ACYF) at the

U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services. Mr. López is a 

results-driven leader with experience

in helping lead complex organizations in the public and

social sectors, where he has served in numerous roles

at the city, county, and state levels focused on improv-

ing the lives of children, families, and communities. 

Dr. Kimberly A. Johnson began her

tenure as Director of the Center for

Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT)

at the Substance Abuse and Mental

Health Services Administration

(SAMHSA) in February 2016. 

Previously, Dr. Johnson was the

Deputy Director for Operations 

of CHESS/ NIATx, a research center at the University

of Wisconsin, Madison that focuses on systems 

improvement in behavioral health and the develop-

ment of mobile applications for patient self-manage-

ment. Dr. Johnson was also co-director of the national

coordinating office of the Addiction Technology 

Transfer Center.

Elizabeth Stanley-Salazar 

Sharon Amatetti

Dr. Kimberly A. Johnson

Samantha Fellows

Mary Chaliman

Rafael López

Plenary Speakers
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2016 National Collaborative Excellence Awards2016 National Collaborative Excellence Awards

Children and Family Futures is pleased to recognize outstanding individuals with a
demonstrated commitment to improving cross-systems collaborative practice to effectively
address substance use disorders among parents, children and families involved in child
welfare, substance use treatment and judicial systems. The individuals being recognized
were nominated by their peers and the awardees were selected by a peer review team. 
Selected excerpts of nomination essays are highlighted below for the selected awardees.

AWARDEES

Roger Heideman, JD, Lancaster County Family Treatment Drug Court, Nebraska — Judge Heideman leads
collaborative efforts to create a family drug court that continually evolves to meet the needs of parents, children,
and families. As a result of his efforts, children are reaching permanency faster, have reduced rates of reentry, and
have access to evidence-based trauma services and parents receive quality substance use disorder treatment and
have better quality parenting time.

Patricia Carey, Tompkins County Department of Social Services, New York — Ms. Carey is devoted to 
improving practice and providing resources to support parents, children, and families. As a result of her 
collaborative efforts, Ms. Carey successfully reorganized the Thompkins County Department of Social Services
(DSS) to provide a dedicated unit to work with the Thompkins Family Treatment Court.

Edwina Chappell, PhD, Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, Tennessee —
Dr. Chappell is committed to Tennessee’s most marginalized and underserved parents, children and families. She
has successfully led collaborative efforts through a grassroots approach to building partnerships among key
stakeholders in her community.

Sharon Burke, MD, Children’s Specialized Hospital, New Jersey — Dr. Burke’s approach to collaboration is
based on trust, respect and evidence-based education. She strives to expand the understanding of the complex
nature of substance use disorders and has successfully engaged various child welfare systems to improve the 
outcomes for women and children affected by prenatal substance exposure.

Karol Kumpfer, PhD, University of Utah, Utah — Dr. Kumpfer is a research psychologist and a Professor 
of Health Promotion and Education at the University of Utah specializing in research and dissemination of 
evidence-based family strengthening interventions. Dr. Kumpfer’s research has led to interventions that reduce
child maltreatment and neglect by improving parenting skills, family relations, and children’s outcomes.

The following nominees are also recognized for their contributions to the field:

Judge James Stanley Carmical

Judge Jeri Cohen

Judge John Rowley

Judge Peter Sakai

Judge Alan Summers

Julia Sylvain

Sam Gillespie

Mary Beth Heaney-Garate

Alice Larned

April Lott

Mindy Parisi

Lynne Posze

Tianna Van Tassel
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We Provide

• Training and Technical Assistance
• Policy Development and Analysis
• Research and Evaluation

We Improve Outcomes for

• Child Welfare Services
• Substance Use Disorder Treatment
• Collaborative Courts

Our Services Benefit Families 
Affected by Trauma, Substance 

Use and Mental Disorders

• Substance Exposed Infants
• Children of Substance Abusers
• Veterans and their Families
• Children in Tribal Communities
• Children in Child Welfare Services
• Children with Special Needs
• Children of Incarcerated Parents

“Strengthening Partnerships, 
Improving Family Outcomes”

(714) 505-3525
(866) 493-2758

contact_us@cffutures.org
www.cffutures.org



Advancing Excellence in Practice &Policy • AUGUST 1–3, 2016 31

AWARDS

CHILDREN AND FAMILY FUTURES

2016 NATIONAL COLLABORATIVE

EXCELLENCE AWARDS

(See page 29 for details).

WORKSHOP SESSIONS F
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm

F1 So How do you Know They 
Are Ready? Key Considerations
for Assessing Families in 
Recovery for Reunification
Location: Grand Ballroom E

This workshop presentation will explore the impact of
parental substance use on the parent-child relationship
and the essential service components needed to address
these issues, including ensuring quality visitation and
contact, implementation of evidence-based services,
therapeutic services, and access to ongoing family 
recovery support. This workshop discussion will 
explore family readiness as a collaborative practice
issue by raising the need for coordinated case plans
and effective communication protocols across child
welfare, treatment and court systems.

Presenters: Phil Breitenbucher and Alexis Balkey, 
Children and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

F2 A Journey to Family Recovery: 
Pima County Family Drug Court
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

Pima County Family Drug Court will share lessons
learned during a 15-year journey from focusing on
parents’ substance abuse treatment compliance, to 
incorporating child and family well-being and evi-
dence-based practices into a nationally-recognized
program that focuses on child and family well-being.
As one of only four FDCs awarded the innovative 

Prevention and Family Recovery Grant, funded by the
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, and led by the
Center for Children and Family Futures, this FDC has
been the testing ground for best practice in depend-
ency cases with parental substance use.

Presenters: Chris Swenson-Smith, Dr. Kali Van
Campen and Hon. Susan Kettlewell, Pima County 
Juvenile Court, Tucson, AZ; Laura Gomez, Arizona 
Department of Child Safety, Tucson, AZ; and Sheila
May, Easter Seals Blake Foundation, Tucson, AZ

F3 Workshop — Cancelled

PRIDE MODEL OF PRACTICE
(Parent Resources for Information, 

Development, and Education)

Developing and 
Supporting Foster 
and Adoptive 
Families as Team
Members in Child
Protection and
Trauma-Informed
Care of Children

New Generation PRIDE Model of Practice
CWLA and FosterParentCollege.com have
partnered to bring a New Generation PRIDE
Model of Practice to agencies and families. 
The New Generation PRIDE integrates the
strengths of in-person group sessions, family
assessment (home study) consultations, and
online self-paced training to meet the needs
of diverse families and agency resources.

For more information visit:

www.cwla.org/pride-training/
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F4 Building a Better Courtroom: 
Courtrooms that Work for Families
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

There are many competing things to consider when
designing a courtroom.  What if we looked at design
through the eyes of the family entering the doors of

and Families is using to address the needs of families
impacted by substance abuse, with a focus on the 
intersection of substance abuse and intimate partner
violence. Participants will learn about the development
and design of two new and innovative programs,
which both include comprehensive, evidence-based
treatments and collaborative work with multiple sys-
tems with the ultimate goal of improving outcomes
and increasing safety for families. This workshop 
will also report on lessons learned in the first year of
implementing a new program.

Presenters: Susan DiVietro, Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center, Hartford, CT; Cindy Schaeffer, 
University of Maryland, Baltimore, Baltimore, MD; 
and Cynthia Cupit Swenson, Medical University of
South Carolina, Charleston, SC

F6 It Takes a Village: Keeping 
Families Together Using a 
Community Ecological and 
Strengths-Based Approach
Location: Harbor Room

Therapeutic Intervention, Education, and Skills

(TIES), a family-based, trauma- informed, family

preservation program for families with children at

risk of removal due to parental substance use, has a

long history of keeping families safely together with-

out further abuse allegations (> 85%). This work-

shop will take an ecological approach to examine 

the larger contexts that affect service provision and

family needs. Presenters will share techniques that

have worked in the larger state framework and

demonstrate how high-risk families in crisis are 

engaged. Additionally, collaborative efforts that have

been critical to the success of the families and the

project will be highlighted.

Presenters: Edwina Chappell, Tennessee Department
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services,
Nashville, TN; Kathryn Mathes and Kristi L. Ward,
Centerstone Research Institute, Nashville, TN; and
Crystal R. Parker, Tennessee Department of Children’s
Services, Nashville, TN

the courtroom?  Come to this workshop session for
practical examples and an engaging discussion of how
to design a trauma-informed courtroom for problem
solving courts centered on the needs of families and
children.  In this session, presenters will discuss: what a
family problem-solving court is and why it serves as a
starting point for innovative courtroom design; why
trauma comes first in courtroom design; and what you
can do within an existing courtroom.

Presenters: Brenidy Rice, Colorado Judicial Department,

Denver, CO; and Hon. Gail Meinster, First Judicial 

District, Denver, CO

F5 The Intersection of Substance 
Abuse and Intimate Partner 
Violence: Innovative Programs at
the Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families
Location: Garden 4

This workshop will describe key aspects of the new 
approach the Connecticut Department of Children



F7 Relationship-Focused 
Intervention Improves 
Maternal Substance use, and 
Maternal and Early Childhood
Mental Health

Location: Garden 1

This workshop presents findings of a research study
conducted at Mothercaft’s Breaking the Cycle (BTC)
program.  A children’s mental health/early interven-
tion program, BTC aims to improve the mental health
and development of children exposed to domestic vio-
lence, and maternal substance use and mental health
problems, by providing integrated interventions with
a relationship-focus. The goal of this study was to
compare the intervention approach offered at BTC,
to a contemporary intervention (CI) approach. The
research confirmed the efficacy of a relationship-focused
approach in early intervention services, which aim to
improve the mental health of at-risk infants, young
children, and their mothers.

Presenters: Mary Motz and Margaret Leslie, 
Mothercraft, Toronto, ON

F8 Protecting Our Most 
Vulnerable: Effective Strategies 
in the Early Identification, 
Screening Guidelines, and Child 
Welfare Interventions of Infants 
Exposed to Prenatal Substance Use
Location: Garden 3

This session describes a community collaboration to
improve hospital-screening efforts of mothers and 
infants with prenatal substance exposure and guidelines
for reporting to Child Protective Services. These efforts
have increased identification of substance exposed new-
borns and helped to prevent further abuse and neglect
through the provision of safety assessment and plan-
ning, resources and treatment services. The session will
also cover how specific strategies within a Differential
Response Model combined with integrated treatment
can be effective when working with this population.

Presenters: Angela Mead, Larimer County Human
Services, Fort Collins, CO; and Carol Wallman, 
Children’s Hospital — University of Colorado North,
Fort Collins, CO

This curriculum utilizes a train-the-trainer model, and was designed for social
workers and other professional and paraprofessionals to engage others in learning
how to identify, report, and prevent Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) in
the community at large and in out-of-home care (OHC) settings (foster care, 
residential facilities, group homes, drop-in centers, homeless shelters, juvenile 
justice settings, aftercare programming).

The OHC target audience for the curriculum was chosen due to the frequent 
contact these providers have with victims, and due to their ability to make a difference. However, 

the train-the-trainer model also can be used by concerned citizens and for individual, personal, 
and professional development in regard to outreach education.

Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Training
for Out-of-Home Care Providers

Item #1569 • Retail price: $16.95 • CWLA Member Rate: $13.56
Order online at www.cwla.org/pubs or at the Bookstore in the Exhibit Hall. 

Protecting OurChildren
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F9 Beyond Sobriety: How To 
Effectively Treat Clients With 
Co-Occurring Disorders
Location: Regal Room

There are many people who suffer from mental illness
or substance use disorders; some are uniquely challenged
to struggle with both at the same time. This workshop
will discuss ways to help families work through the dif-
ferent stages of recovery from both substance use and
mental illness for long term sobriety. Participants will
leave this workshop with a better idea about screening
each client for co-occurring disorders and how to help
the client receive the appropriate treatment, as well as
helping providers of service understand how to effec-
tively communicate with other providers for a better
continuum of care for their clients.

Presenters: Christi Weaver, Stacey Lewis and Margaret
Cohenour, Lena Pope, Fort Worth, TX

F10 Expanding and Enhancing 
Services to Children and 
Their Families Affected by 
Substance use disorders  
in Family drug Courts: 
Outcomes and Lessons Learned 
from the Children Affected by 
Methamphetamine Grant
`Location: Imperial Room

This workshop presentation will include case studies of

grantees from the Children Affected by Methamphetamine

(CAM) Grant program,

as well as overall program

findings and lessons

learned. Funded by

SAMHSA from 2010 to

2014, 12 Family Drug

Court (FDC) Grantee

sites focused on expand-

ing and/or enhancing

services to children and

their families participating in an FDC due to parental

substance use. This was a departure from most FDCs

that primarily focus on adult services and outcomes.

The workshop will explore the unique program designs,

selected strategies, challenges and lessons learned, sur-

rounding planning, implementation, and sustainability

planning. Suggestions for further implementation and

evaluation regarding services to children in family

drug courts will also be explored.

Presenters: Russ Bermejo, Children and Family Futures,
Lake Forest, CA; and Sharon Amatetti, Substance Abuse &
Mental Health Administration (SAMHSA), Rockville, MD

F11 A View from the Bench: 
What Juvenile Court Judges 
Want to Know To Reunify 
Families When Substance 
Abuse is a Protective Issue 
Location: Garden 2

Substance Abuse is a protective issue in the vast major-
ity of child abuse cases, whether as the primary protec-
tive issue, or in combination with other factors such
as domestic violence, unsuitable housing, or neglect. A
juvenile court judge must make decisions as to reason-
able efforts, child detriment, and the extent of parental
compliance with a case plan in order to decide when
and if a family can reunify when substance abuse is a
protective issue. Experienced juvenile court depend-
ency judges from large and small counties in California
will share their process of decisionmaking where sub-
stance abuse is present in family life. This is not a pres-
entation about dependency drug courts, but about
how judges who must make the decisions about reuni-
fying families make those decisions when substance
abuse is present. There will also be an opportunity to
have service providers and advocates present to the judges
their questions and suggestions for how to improve
fact-finding and communication with the court.

Presenters: Judge Sharon L. Kalemkiarian and Judge
Laura Birkmeyer, San Diego Juvenile Court, San Diego,
CA; Judge Steven Bailey, El Dorado Juvenile Court,
Placerville, CA; and Judge Katherine Lucero, Santa Clara
Juvenile Court, San Jose, CA
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F12 Serving Veterans and 
Military Families Affected 
by Substance use disorders 
and Child Maltreatment 
Location: Salon VII-VIII

Military families—both of active duty service members
and of veterans who have left service— are often impacted
by child maltreatment due to substance use disorders
and trauma. This workshop will highlight services for
active duty military families as well as deployed veterans.
Presenters will discuss the services, including substance
use treatment, available on Department of Defense instal-
lations in the Family Advocacy Program for active duty
service members and their families, activated guard and
reserve members and their families, and services to retiree
families. Participants will understand how to access these
services to make referrals to Air Force, Army, Navy, and
Marine installations. Presenters will also discuss the pro-
gram model and strategies of veterans’ treatment courts,

of which there are more than 150 nationwide. This ses-
sion will highlight the Orange County Strong Families,
Strong Children program, which serves children and
family members in veteran families.

Presenters: Pamela Collins, USAF Family Advocacy
Program, San Antonio, TX;  and Sid Gardner, Children
and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

EXHIBIT HALL — NETWORKING

4:00 pm–5:30 pm
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Join us for cake in the Exhibit Hall to help CARF 
celebrate 50 years of enhancing lives and services. 
Network, learn, and share!

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Break.

WEdnESdAy, AuGuST 3

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

7:30 am – 4:00 pm
Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer

EXHIBIT HALL

7:30 am –11:00 am
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

BREAKFAST — EXHIBIT HALL

7:30 am – 9:00 am
Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

Come explore new thinking and new products in the
exhibit area!

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Breakfast.
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SUPER SESSION
9:00am–12:00pm

developing a Teen-Focused 
Framework for System linkages 

between Child Welfare and Substance
Abuse Treatment Organizations: 
A Participant-Informed Roundtable

Location: Grand Ballroom E

Teens involved in child welfare services (CWS) have an
abundance of risk factors and few protective factors
against substance use and abuse. However, CWS has the
potential to serve as a robust non-specialty service sector
platform because it can facilitate targeting of high-risk
youth, sustain both preventive and substance abuse treat-
ment programs, and allows for the capture of teens and
their caregivers in a mandated treatment setting. The liter-
ature on predictors of substance use initiation and inten-
sity among CWS involved teens is still emerging, as is the
literature on prevention and treatment services. Using
data from the National Survey of Child and Adolescent
Well-Being, this study team engaged in a series of

studies, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse,
aimed at determining the prevalence and impact of sub-
stance use, predictors of substance abuse over the course
of adolescent development, and the role that current
child welfare services play in ameliorating substance use
and abuse. This roundtable represents the culmination
of this project. Through a dialogue with participants, we
intend to receive feedback on these study findings with
the ultimate goal of bridging differing perspectives and
supporting the planning and implementation of joint
strategies for service delivery to teens in CWS. Key areas
to be addressed include improving communications
and developing common ground between the child wel-
fare and adolescent substance abuse treatment fields.
Participants will be invited to collaborate on the devel-
opment of a framework similar to the “Ten-Element
Framework for System Linkages” that will be specific
to mounting evidence based interventions for teen sub-
stance use prevention within the child welfare system. 

Presenters: Dr. Dorian E. Traube, University of Southern
California School of Social Work, Los Angeles, CA; Dr.
Amy He, University of Denver Graduate School of Social
Work, Denver, CO; and Dr. Sheree Schrager, Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles, CA
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other key stakeholders working together to reduce the
number of opiate-related abuses and deaths in the
Northern Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. The presen-
tation will include how the Northern Shenandoah
Valley Substance Abuse Coalition was formed, describe
the roles that key system representatives have played
and offer suggestions for sustainability. From 2014 
to 2015, the collective work of the coalition con-
tributed to a 50% reduction in the number of opiate-
related overdose deaths in a predominantly rural area
of Virginia.

Presenters: Lauren Cummings, Northern Shenandoah
Valley Substance Abuse Coalition, Winchester, VA; 
Hon. Elizabeth Kellas, Frederick/Winchester Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations District Court, Winchester, VA;
Timothy Coyne, Public Defender’s Office, Winchester,
VA; and Maria DeLalla, Winchester Medical Center,
Winchester, VA; and Eric Steiner, Casey Family Programs,
Seattle, WA

G3 Ready, Set, Go! Planning 
Strategies to Adopt and Install
a Parenting Program for  
Substance-Affected Families
Location: Regal Room

This workshop describes a multidimensional approach
to systematic planning for the effective implementation
of the Strengthening Families Program Birth-to-Three, 
a developmental adaptation of an evidence-based 
program (EBP) to serve substance-affected families 
of infants and toddlers involved with the child welfare
system. While different approaches to EBP implementa-
tion have been described in the literature, little is known
about the challenges and strategies identified by child
welfare administrators and researchers during pre-
implementation. Study findings are organized around 
an integrated and multidimensional approach that
combines key implementation frameworks (Proctor’s
and Children and Family Futures). Policy and practice
implications will also be discussed.

Presenters: E. Susana Mariscal, and Kiley Walker 
Liming, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS

WORKSHOP SESSIONS G
9:00am –10:30 am

G1 Embracing the Strengths and 
Meeting the needs of 
Families Impacted by 
Substance use disorders
Location: Grand Ballroom G

The demands of a family often prevent parents with a
substance use disorder from seeking or completing
treatment. The Prevention and Family Recovery (PFR)
initiative seeks to address this problem. PFR is funded
by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (DDCF) and
the Duke Endowment (TDE) to advance the capacity
of Family Drug Courts (FDCs) to provide and sustain
comprehensive family-centered care to children, parents
and families affected by substance use disorders and
child abuse and neglect. Four geographically and cultur-
ally diverse grantees around the country implemented
new or enhanced evidence-based services and served
more than 500 families affected by substance use disor-
ders and child abuse and neglect. Presenters will sum-
marize lessons learned from the initiative, review the
tenants of a family-centered approach to meet the com-
plex needs of families, provide examples of successful
approaches, and discuss practical steps providers can
take to moving towards a family-centered approach.

Presenters: Theresa Lemus and Ashay Shah, Children

and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

G2 Community Responses to 
Opiate use: Challenges and 
Opportunities in the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley
Location: Garden 4

This interactive workshop will describe the work of a
community collaboration that involves law enforce-
ment, the judiciary, the medical community, child
welfare, the treatment and recovery communities, and
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G4 Peer Support in Substance 
Abuse Recovery
Location: Imperial Room

This workshop will explore the value of using Peer

Support Recovery Specialists to work with parents

who are involved with the Child Welfare system and

who are battling substance abuse.  Early Intervention 

Outreach Specialists are a vital part of the family team

in Contra Costa County. They are integral in making

substance abuse assessments, identifying and facilitat-

ing appropriate treatment plans/programs supporting

parents, providing weekly treatment program avail-

ability lists to staff, and developing safety plans with

parents and casework staff. They are also available to

provide training and individual consultation on vari-

ous drugs and their effects.

Presenters: Judi Knittel, Therris Cunningham and

Sunita Frey, Contra Costa County Children and Family

Services and Child Abuse Prevention Council of Contra

Costa County, Pleasant Hill, CA

G5 Integrating youth with 
Substance use Challenges 
into a Mature System of Care
Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

New Jersey has a statewide integrated children’s system

of care. This workshop will focus on how to address

the complex needs of youth with substance use chal-

lenges within a system of care; the critical role of close

partnerships between the state, child welfare and 

existing providers in preparing for and meeting the

needs of youth and families; and how communicat-

ing a clear vision of staying true to the core values of a

system of care provides a rudder in the storm of emo-

tions and reactions to such a profound change in serv-

ice delivery to a population largely new to the system

of care approach.

Presenters: Elizabeth Manley and Alan Vietze, New 

Jersey Department of Children and Families — 

Children’s System of Care, Trenton, NJ

G6 Integration as Prevention: 
Addressing the Reproductive 
Health Needs of Women in 
Substance Use Disorder Treatment
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

Women with substance use disorder (SUD) have unmet
reproductive health needs. For example, almost 90% of
pregnancies among women with SUD are unplanned.

Although SAMHSA promotes
the integration of services as
central in reducing costs and
improving care for individuals
with behavioral health condi-
tions, little attention has been
placed on the incorporation of
family planning in substance

treatment. This workshop will review the reproductive
health needs of pregnant and parenting women with
SUD and will report the results of a novel program
that integrates reproductive health care into treatment.
Attention will be placed on patient centered outcomes,
cost and sustainability.

Presenter: Mishka Terplan, Behavioral Health System

Baltimore, Baltimore, MD

G7 using Big data to Support 
Effective Program and Service
delivery Planning
Location: Pacific Room

This workshop will help participants understand how
they can make use of “big data” or administrative
data sets to help stakeholders plan programs and/or serv-
ice delivery model designs. To illustrate, presenters will
use data analysis conducted using the state of Florida
child welfare administrative data set to identify key is-
sues among children whose parents have substance use dis-
orders. Presenters will also explore how these findings can
be used to design service delivery models that address
issues identified and are expected to improve outcomes.

Presenters: Linda M. Callejas and Svetlana Yampolskaya,
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL
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service systems. While the shift offers tremendous oppor-
tunities to improve the quality of care to children, youth,
and families, organizations are and will be faced with
an array of new hurdles to overcome. CWLA sees 
accreditation as a key tool to help organizations
overcome these hurdles and achieve the vision of the 
National Blueprint. This workshop will provide partic-
ipants with the opportunity to hear from experts with
CARF, COA, and the Joint Commission how accredit-
ing entities can be helpful in navigating this future.
Participants will also have opportunity to hear from
their peers how achieving CARF, COA, and the Joint
Commission accreditation supports their organization 
in responding to the changing landscape and results in
improved outcomes for children, youth, and families.

Presenters: Julie Collins, CWLA, Washington, DC; Leslie
Ellis-Lang, CARF International, Tucson, AZ; Carol M.
Smith, Catholic Human Services, Inc., Traverse City, MI;
Richard Klarberg, COA, New York, NY; Joel Johnson, Human
Resources Development Institute, Chicago, IL; and Tracy
Collander, The Joint Commission; Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

G10 Fathers for Change: 
Statewide Implementation of 
an Integrated Intervention for 
Co-Occurring Substance Use 
and Intimate Partner Violence
Location: Harbor Room

“Fathers for Change” is an integrated treatment approach
for fathers struggling with concurrent issues of sub-
stance use and intimate partner violence. It is an emerg-
ing evidence-based practice that has been implemented
in a statewide child welfare response to domestic vio-
lence. This workshop will provide an overview of the
population served, model components, and case exam-
ples, along with details of a statewide child welfare
initiative to train agencies to deliver the services and
outcome data from the first year of implementation in
four communities.

Presenters: Susan DiVietro, Injury Prevention Center,
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center/Hartford 
Hospital, Hartford, CT; and James Geisler, Child 
Guidance Clinic for Central Connecticut, Meriden, CT

G8 Changing the Odds — 
Celebrating Families!, 
¡Celebrando Familias!
Location: Garden 1

Celebrating Families!(CF!) and ¡Celebrando Familias!
are family-focused, trauma-informed, skill building
programs developed for dependency drug courts
(DDC). CF! is listed on SAMHSA’s National Registry
of Evidence Based Programs & Practices and also
serves resident-treatment facilities and communities.
Presenters will overview models and describe Santa
Clara County’s (CA) use in DDC.  Incorporating 
research from the fields of prevention, addiction, and
learning differences, CF! increases protective factors and
decreases risk factors. Evaluation outcomes from multi-
ple sites show significant positive results in learning 
and applying parenting skills and improved family 
dynamics, with significantly increased family reunifi-
cation rates and decreased time to reunification.

Presenter: Toni Welch Torres, EMQ-Families First, 
San Jose, CA

G9 navigating the Future of 
Child Welfare and Substance 
use: Accreditation Has a 
Critical Role
Location: Garden 2

CWLA’s National Blueprint for 
Excellence in Child Welfare presents
a vision for the future of child
welfare. This roadmap provides the
principles and standards organi-
zations should have in place to
achieve this vision. At the same
time, the substance use and
child welfare landscape is rap-
idly shifting as a result of pol-

icy changes at the federal, state, and local levels.
Proposed legislation such as the Families First Act will
further impact the shifting landscape. All pose poten-
tially significant challenges for public and private 
organizations whose clientele are involved with these
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BREAK – EXHIBIT HALL

10:30 am–11:00 am

Location: Grand Ballroom A-D

This is your last chance to meet the vendors and qualify
for our grand prize drawing. Don’t miss it!

Thanks for sponsoring the Exhibit Hall Break.

ASK THE EXPERT SESSIONS

11:00 am–12:15 pm

The Ask the Expert Sessions will provide attendees
with a forum to have in-depth discussions and delve
deeper into specific topics with experts. The sessions
will build on the conference workshop and super session
topics and are designed to be a discussion among peers
on successful strategies.

EXPERT 1
Taking What Works to Scale 

Location: Grand Ballroom G

For nearly two decades, child welfare agencies have
partnered with substance abuse treatment agencies and

courts to improve parents’
access to the treatment
they need. This expert ses-
sion will address organiza-
tional change strategies to
overcome barriers and
bring effective programs
to scale. The expert will
facilitate a discussion on
implementation science,

sustainability strategies and lessons from the Regional
Partnerships and Children Affected by Methampheta-
mine grant programs.

Experts: Ken DeCerchio, MSW, CAP, NCSACW, Lake
Forest, CA

EXPERT 2
Enabling Family Success: 

Addressing Substance Use Disorders
with Kinship and Adoptive Parents

Location: Garden 4

This expert session will focus on strategies to enable
kinship and adoptive families to succeed. Discussion will
focus on model programs to address substance use disor-
ders, the role of birth parents in permanency, and the
importance of pre-and post-placement support and serv-
ices for adoptive parents. Participants will be encouraged
to share their experiences and the experts will facilitate
discussion on effective strategies for these families.

Experts: Sid Gardner, MPA, Children and Family Futures,
Lake Forest, CA; and Adam Pertman, National Center
on Adoption and Permanency, Newton, MA

EXPERT 3
Infants with Prenatal 
Substance Exposure: 

Developing a Plan of Safe Care for 
Infants, Mothers and their Caregivers

Location: Regal Room

This expert session will focus on collaborative efforts
at the state and local levels to address the needs of 
infants that have been affected by prenatal substance
exposure. The session will begin with a brief presenta-
tion on state initiatives to strengthen capacity to serve
pregnant women with substance use disorders, partic-
ularly those with opioid use disorders and their infants
with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome. Peer-to-peer dis-
cussion will focus on strategies for implementing pol-
icy and practice changes and building the relationship
between substance use treatment, child welfare and
medical care providers as they develop Plans of Safe
Care. Attendees are encouraged to come with ques-
tions in follow-up of the Super Session on this topic
and be prepared to delve deeper into the 
issues and solutions.

Experts: Nancy K. Young, PhD, MSW, and Hanh Dao,
MSW, NCSACW, Lake Forest, CA
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EXPERT 6
The Effects of Substance use 

on the Brain: Addiction 101
Location: Plaza Terrace D-F

This expert session will
build from the Super 
Session on the impact
that substance use disor-
ders have on brain chem-
istry and the process for
how the brain heals. This
session aims to provide
child welfare providers
with an opportunity to
learn more about sub-
stance use disorders and better understand treatment
and the recovery process. Attendees are encouraged to
come with questions in follow-up of the Super Session
on this topic and be prepared to delve deeper into the
issues and solutions.

Experts: Theresa Lemus, MBA, BSN, RN, LADC, 

NCSACW, Lake Forest, CA

EXPERT 7
Medication-Assisted Treatment 

for Pregnant Women with 
Opioid use disorders

Location: Pacific Room

This expert session will expand upon the use of 
medication-assisted treatment (MAT) and the implica-
tions for child welfare practice. The session will begin
with a brief presentation on MAT and an overview 
of medications, as well as use of MAT for opioid use
disorders in pregnancy. Peer-to-peer discussion will
focus on building effective practices for working with
opioid treatment providers and parents on MAT. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their questions
about the use of MAT.

Experts: Jill Gresham, MA, NCSACW, Lake Forest, CA;
and Mishka Terplan, MD, Behavioral Health System
Baltimore, Baltimore, MD

EXPERT 4 
Inspiring Outcomes: 

Lessons Learned 
from Family Drug Courts

Location: Imperial Room

This expert session will build on the discussion during
the Super Session on Family Drug Courts (FDC) and
will begin with a brief presentation on the FDC model
and lessons of incorporating children’s interventions
within FDCs to improve child welfare, substance use
treatment, and family outcomes. Attendees are encour-
aged to come with questions in follow-up to the Super
Session on this topic, and be prepared to delve deeper
into the issues and solutions.

Experts: Phil Breitenbucher, MSW, and Alexis Balkey,
BA, RAS, Children and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

EXPERT 5
Barriers and Pathways 

to Substance Abuse Treatment 
for Parents in Child Welfare

Location: Plaza Terrace A-C

This expert session will focus on the importance of
early identification and engagement of parents with

substance use disorders
into treatment. The ses-
sion will begin with a
brief presentation on
screening, assessment
and engagement strate-
gies that address barri-
ers to treatment and
create pathways to 
treatment for parents
involved with child wel-

fare. Attendees are encouraged to come with questions
on how to identify substance use disorders among par-
ents in child welfare and share engagement strategies
that have worked in their communities.

Experts: Lynn R. Posze and Tina M. Willauer, Kentucky
Department for Community Based Services, Louisville, KY

41
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EXPERT 8
Children’s Services and Parenting 

Interventions for Families Affected
by Substance use and Child Welfare

Location: Garden 1

This expert session will focus providing parent-child
services for families affected by substance use disorders
to address the special needs of both parents and their
infants and children. The experts will facilitate a dis-
cussion on evidence-based therapeutic services for
children and readiness and timing for parenting inter-
ventions and will encourage participants to ask ques-
tions and share experiences of providing parent-child
services in their own communities.

Experts: Linda Carpenter, MEd, NCSACW, Lake Forest,
CA; and Russ Bermejo, MSW, Children and Family 
Futures, Lake Forest, CA

EXPERT 9
Effective Communication and 

Coordination between Substance
use disorder Treatment and 

Child Welfare Systems: 
Common Challenges and Solutions

Location: Garden 3

This expert session will

focus on concrete strate-

gies to improve communi-

cation and coordination

between substance use 

disorder treatment and

child welfare systems. The

experts will facilitate a 

discussion that highlights

common barriers and offers effective strategies that 

facilitate client engagement and implement sound case

decision-making processes for families affected by sub-

stance use disorders.

Experts: Nancy Hansen, MSW, and Susan Gadacz, MA,

Children and Family Futures, Lake Forest, CA

EXPERT 10
understanding the Interplay 
between Prenatal Substance 

Exposure, Biological Vulnerabilities
and Childhood Trauma

Location: Harbor Room

This expert session will focus on the importance of under-
standing the interplay of the multitude of risk factors that
children in child welfare face, including biological vulnera-
bilities related to their family history, parental substance
use, and trauma. This session will begin with a brief pres-
entation on the role that each of these factors play in
the child’s presentation and how they interact in com-
plex ways in order to help determine what services and
supports are required for the child and their family.
Attendees are encouraged to come with questions on how
to identify and address the needs of these children and
share strategies and services they have used in their work.

Experts: Erin Telford, PsyD, Children’s Research Triangle,
Chicago, IL

EXPERT 11
Improving Identification: 

Lessons Learned from the Collaborative
ACF-CDC Exploratory Project

Location: Salon VII-VIII

This expert session will build on the panel discussion dur-
ing the Super Session on Effective Practice and Clinical
Strategies across the Continuum of Child Welfare Services
for Addressing the Needs of Children with Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders and Other Conditions Related to
Prenatal Substance Exposure. This workshop will begin
with a brief presentation of the findings from the recent
collaborative ACF-CDC exploratory project conducted
at a child welfare agency and plans for expanding the
project. Attendees are encouraged to come with questions
in follow-up of the Super Session on this topic and be
prepared to delve deeper into the issues and solutions.

Experts: Jacquelyn Bertrand, PhD, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA; and Sharon 
Newburg-Rinn, PhD, Children’s Bureau, Administration
for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Washington, DC



CLOSING LUNCH PLENARY

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm
Location: Royal Ballroom A-F

WELCOME REMARKS

AWARDS

Anna Quindlen Award for Excellence in 
Journalism on Behalf of Children and Families

Evy Ramos, 
News Anchor 
for WOAI-TV in 
San Antonio, TX

Ms. Ramos has an overwhelming desire to highlight
the best of people, especially parents who overcome
the obstacles and hurdles of life in the child protec-
tive service (CPS) system.  Her community has trust
and confidence in the news stories she produces 
and presents as a prime-time news anchor for
WOAI-TV in San Antonio, TX. News stories that
she presents with sensitivity from talking with the
Commissioner of the Texas Department of Family
& Protective Services, Judge John Specia, to a foster
parent with many years of experience in the local
foster care system, and to the many parents who
overcame their addiction and dysfunction to regain
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current and proposed changes in policy at the federal,
state, and local levels. Attendees are encouraged to
come with questions in follow-up to the workshop
on this topic and be prepared to delve deeper into the
issues and solutions.

Experts: Leslie Ellis-Lang, CARF International, Tucson,
AZ; Carol M. Smith, Catholic Human Services, Inc.,
Traverse City, MI; Richard Klarberg, COA, New York,
NY; Joel Johnson, Human Resources Development 
Institute, Chicago, IL; and Tracy Collander, The Joint
Commission; Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

EXPERT 12
Moving Toward Excellence in Child

Welfare through Accreditation
Location: Garden 2

This expert session will build upon the workshop that
focused on the role of accreditation in navigating the
future of child welfare and substance use. This expert
session aims to give public and private organizations
the opportunity to explore further how accreditation
helps agencies move towards excellence and respond to

Evy Ramos

their children having been removed by CPS. She 
is regarded for her high standards of professional
journalism and more importantly, for understanding
her professional role and community responsibility
of presenting positive and heart warming stories in
the child protective service system.

PLENARY SPEAKERS

Ben Maloney is in recovery from
addiction after using for more
than half his life.  He completed
the STARS Program, Celebrating
Families and Dependency Drug
Court and reunified with his kids
in early 2016. He is now proud to be a nurturing 
father to his five children. For him, it’s all about
staying this way. 

David Sheff is the author of
Beautiful Boy: A Father’s Journey
Through His Son’s Addiction, an
award-winning #1 New York Times
bestseller that recounts Sheff ’s 
harrowing struggle to help his son
Nic overcome his methampheta-
mine addiction. His latest, Clean: 
Overcoming Addiction and Ending America’s Greatest
Tragedy, is a myth-shattering look at drug use and
treatment. Mr. Sheff’s ongoing research and reports on
the science of addiction earned him a place on Time
magazine’s list of the world’s most influential people.

Ben Maloney

David Sheff
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Thanks to our conference sponsors for their generous support!

Conference SponsorsConference Sponsors
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Heartfelt Thanks to Our 2016 Vendors

Exhibitors & Floor Plan 

Exhibitor Booth #

Diona ..........................................111

Hawley & Associates...................204

KidsPeace National Centers 
for Kids Overcoming Crisis .......211

Loyola University Chicago.........103

National Center on Substance 
Abuse and Child Welfare ..........100

National Foster Parent 
Association .................................202

National Hispanic & Latino
Addiction Technology  
Transfer Center ..........................200

National Resource Center for 
Healthy Marriage & Families.....210

Exhibitors & Floor Plan  

CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

Exhibitor Booth #

Abraxas, A GEO Group ...........113

Accreditation Guru ..................112

Alianza para la
Educacion Alternativa .............309

CARF.........................................109

Cenpatico..................................105

CGI............................................101

Children & Family Futures ......102

Children’s Friend & Service .....201

Child Welfare
Information Gateway ..............307

Council on Accreditation for
Children & Family Services ....209

Exhibitor Booth #

Netsmart ...................................205

Proyecto Nacer .........................305

Rady Children’s Hospital —
San Diego Chadwick Center 
for Children & Families ..........212

Relias Learning .........................203

Unemployment
Services Trust ...........................114

Welligent ...................................208

West Love Color & Culture......313

Wyman Center/Teen
Outreach Program ..................213

Play Booth Bingo! Visit each booth for a chance to win prizes. See the bingo card in your conference tote for details.

Grand Ballroom Grand Ballroom
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